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"TERS. 


Curious and Intereſting Memorrs 
of ſeveral Perſons of Faſhion in 


W re. 


Still in the paths of honour perſevere, 

And not from paſt or preſent ills deſpair ; 

For bleſſings ever wait on virtuous deeds, 

And though a late, a ſure reward ſucceeds. 
CoONGREVE. 


By a LADY. 


In TWO VOLUMES. 


VOL IL 


LONDON: 


Printed for W. Nicol, in St. Paul's 
Church-Tard; and T. DuxRAM, 
in the Strand. 1764. 
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NOVE L. 


K s. Bentley was fo kind to 
her niece, as to ſuffer Ara- 
bella to beat and pinch her, without 


check or controul. The poor in- 


fant was very uneaſy for ſome time, 
at the great change ſhe experienced, 


and would alternately call upon her 


Papa and Mamma to fave her ; but 
at length cuſtom began to reconcile 


her even to the cruel uſage, when 


an excellent thought occurred to her 
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uncle's imagination, He judged it 
very hard to be kept out of ſeven 
hundred pounds a year by ſuch” a 
little child. This noble ſentiment 
he frequently revolved in his own 
mind, before he was ſo far aban- 


- doned as to communicate it to his 


wife; nor did hg abruptly open his 
heart even to her, but juſt infinu- 
ated that it was a mortifying circum- 
ſtance, that his brother and fiſter 
had not been taken off three years 


' ſooner than they were, as Anthony 


would not then have been excluded 
from his right by a little ſniveling 
girl. The wife readily concurred 
with him in his opinions, obſerving 
that it was to little purpoſe that the 
boy had been named after his 
uncle, as the eftate was now gone 
from him. But notwithſtanding this 

encou- 
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encouraging declaration, Daniel 
had ſo much artifice as to leave her, 
to reflect upon what he had hinted, 
in hopes of drawing a propoſal from 
her of ſome kind or other, which 
might bring his purpoſes to bear, as 
he choſe to appear to follow in this 
reſpect rather than to lead. 

Mrs. Bentley now began to con- 
ceive an utter diſtaſte to the poor 
Louiſa, and it would have been 
happy for her, if her grand-father 
could have been appriſed of the 
dangers that threatened her. What- 
ever ſhe ſaid was confidered by her 
aunt as ridiculous and apiſh, and 
her little actions were all thought 
troubleſome and ſtupid. This good 


woman in the end worked her 
averſion to the little innocent to 


ſuch a pitch, that ſhe declared 
T3. to 
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to her huſband, the could no 


longer bear the very fight of her, 
The kind huſband expreſſed much 
concern at it, as he had not, he ſaid, 
the power of removing her fo pre- 


cipitantly, without giving grounds 
to ſuſpect their want of affection for 


her. He added, he was not at all 
ſarpriſed at her antipathy to the lit- 


tle uſurper, but that there was no 


redreſſing the grievance, unleſs they 
could mutually fix upon ſome 
ſcheme of diſpoſing of her in ſuch 


a manner, as to prevent her ever 


again becoming an incumbrance or 


impediment to them or their chil- 


dren, © Oh! for the means, cryed 
the excellent mother haſtily, can 
you not fix upon them ?” 

% My dear, replyed the deep 


deſigner, there is nothing but a 
journey to London that could be 
effectual, 
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effectual, and that you have no 
liking to.” Liking! returned 
ſhe, I would undertake a pilgrimage 
in ſuch a cauſe ; therefore depend 
upon my hearty concurrence and 
aſſiſtance,” 

Having g advanced thus far, Daniel 
determined not to recede, and witli 
the joint approbation and direction 
of his help-mate, he wrote to in- 
form Mr. Parker, that being obli- 
qed to take a journey to London, to- 
gether with his wife, upon ſome 
extraordinary buſineſs, they propoſ- 


* ed carrying Arabella and the little 
XF Lowe along with them, and ac-. 


= cordingly, before an anſwer could 
reach them, leſt it ſhould contain a 
= prohibition with reſpect to the lat- 


ter, they actually ſet forward for 
the great Metropolis. 


B 3 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Bentley had an aunt in Lon- 

; don, with whom, as we have ad ẃ/ 
ready mentioned, at one period of 
her life, ſhe ſpent three months, 1 

To this woman was a letter diſpatch- | 

ed, to beg ſhe would provide them | 

kodpings She was a colonel's wis- 

dove, Sho being given to the fame 

extravagant turn with herſelf, on 

his death, ſhe was reduced to the 

Night income of forty pounds a year 

| | ag for fubfiſtence. This was 

o far from being ſufficient to anſwer 


the purpoſes of her heart, and fo 

unable was the to confine her ex- 
penſes within ſuch narrow limits, 
| that ſhe was frequently obliged to 
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| make over this ſmall pittance at very 
a great diſadvantages, to ſatisfy thoſe 
creditours who proved moſt clamo- 
- TOUS, | 
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When ſhe received her niece's 
requeſt, ſhe was in poſſeſſion of 
only five guineas in the world, of 
which particulars this noble family 
were not ignorant, and therefore 
ſhe was judged a fit inſtrument to 
effect the baſe deſign they had now 
in view. The lodging ſhe had 
provided for them, was in Ruſſel- 
ſtreet, Bloomſbury, where they 
foon arrived, attended only by one 
ſervant beſides their coachman. The 
former was diſmiſſed in a ſhort time 
for ſome trifling miſdemeanour, they 
apprehending him to be rather an 
unſafe perſon to continue with them 


at that ſeaſon, as the fellow had un- 


fortunately given proofs, upon ſeve- 
ral occaſions, of common ſenſe and 
uncommon honeſty. They judged 
it improper, however, to turn him 

B 4 entirely 


they had diſcharged him upon, and 
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entirely adrift in a ſtrange place 
upon fo trifling a pretenſe, as that 


therefore Mrs. Blacki/ton, the aunt, 
was commiſſioned to get him (by 
means of ſome of her acquaintance) 
another place. 

Various were the conſultations 
held by this unworthy. committee, 
before they could form their defired 
ſcheme to their ſatisfaction. They 
could not, perhaps, in the whole 
kingdom have met with another 
perſon of Mrs. Blacki/ton's happy 
qualifications for their purpoſe. 


She. was miſtreſs of a good ad- 


dreſs, and a general knowledge of 
the town, by which we underſtand 
a knowledge of the world, and had 
an appearance of fincerity in her 

words 
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words and actions, capable of elu- 
ding the penetration of a privy- 


ee Wks 
Her advice was to ſearch out ſome 


honeſt well-meaning woman, whoſe 
narrow circumſtances might induce 


hes to receive this heireſs for a tole- 
rable gratuity into her care, as the 


natural child of a great man, who 
had been compelled by his father, 
ſince her birth, to marry a lady of 
prodigious fortune, and particutir 
nice honour, and that on the con- 
cealment of this unhappy child the 
peace and happineſs of many worthy 
families depended ; that ſhe had 
been tenderly bred up by her in- 
diſcreet mother, who had taught 
her to call the gentleman Papa and 
herſelf Mamma ; that the name ſhe 
had beenaccuſtomed to, was Lowiſa 3 


B 5 that 
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that it was earneſtly defired, ſhe 


| ſhould: be entirely weaned from 
every remembrance of her former 


fituation, and inſtructed to conſi- 


der herſelf as the daughter of the 


perſon ſhe was to be with. N 


This tale was highly approved of, 


and often repeated, to prevent he- 
ſitation in the firſt recital, or pre- 
varication, if a repetition of it 
ſhould be neceſſary. | 

The reward, propofed to the 
ingenious Mrs, Blacki/ton on effect- 
ing this great bufineſs, was the 
irreſiſtible ſum of five hundred 


pounds, and an annuity of a hun- 


dred pounds a year during life. 


Inſtigated by the preſſing calls of 
neceſſity, and a heart panting after 
the gaieties of the beau- monde, ſhe 
became indefatigable in her endea- 

VOurs 
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vours to ſerve this generous pair, her 
future kind benefactors. She met 
in a lucky hour with a perſon, qua- 
lified to her utmoſt wifi, being 
fimple in her manners, unſuſpicious 

and undeſigning in her diſpoſition, 
and borne down by the complicated 
misfortunes of narrow circum- 
ſtances, and the recent loſs of a be- 
loved huſband and child, both 

taken off by a malignant fever. 
This woman was brought up to 
town by a family, of whom Mrs. 
Blackiſton' had ſome knowledge, to 
be a witneſs in a cauſe they had de- 
pending in chancery, and was to 
return immediately aſter the deciſion 
of it. To prevent this ſhe was di- 
rectly applyed to, and fifty guineas 
offered her with the young heireſs. 
| The 
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The artleſs and credulous wos+ Ml 
man paid am implicit faith to all they ü 
related, and being naturally hu- | 
mane and fond of children, and re- 
duced by her huſband's and ſon's ill- 
neſs, and their funeral expenſes to 
a very ſmall pittance, ſhe gladly 
eonfented to receive the little inno- 
cent for her companion, hoping to 
find. no. ſmall relief from her en- 
gaging prattle and undiſſembled af. 
fection. 7 
This grand point gained, it was | 
next Judged proper to report in the 
family, that Miſs Louiſa was indif- 
poſed, a circumſtance imputed to 
the change of air, and a cold ſhe 
had taken, Miſs Arabella, during 
theſe tranſactions, was ſent out of 
the way upon a viſit to. Hampſtead: 
to a relation of her aunt's, theſe wiſe 
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heads deeming it improper to entruſt 


a girl of her age with ſo important 


a ſecret, notwithſtanding her known 


ayerſion to her little couſin. 

Louiſa's illneſs was now ſaid to 
encreaſe every day, *till it was 
thought proper that ſhe ſhould be 
deemed in the utmoſt danger. 'To 
carry on this farce the better, her 
aunt never quitted her, and the 
good Mrs. Blacki/ton was of fo much 
aſſiſtance, and the child ſo fond of 
them both, that the fight of a ſtran- 
ger would break her heart; conſe- 
quently a nurſe was not only unne. 
ceflary but improper. It is true, 
this little victim was far from well, 
occaſioned by a ſmall quantity of 
Ipecacuana being judiciouſly infu- 


fed in her drink, and as Jjudicioufly 
repeated. 


The 
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The horrid Mrs. Blacki/icn tos; 
m order to convince her great 
friends of her moſt fincere attach- 
ment to them, or, as ſhe expreſſed 
it, to put the detection of their pro- 
ceedings out of the reach of even 
fate itfelf, applyed in a mean habit 
to a body-ſtealer, to furniſh her 
with the body of a female. infant of 
Zoniſa's age, telling him, it was for 
diſſection, which the grave-robber, 
without any great hefitation, pro- 
miſed her to do. Accordingly the 
next evening a flag baſket was pro- 
vided for the conveyance of a de- 
parted babe, recently committed to 
the earth by its afflicted parents, but 
which was almoſt as fpeedily taken 
up by this diſturber of the dead. 

Mrs. Blackiſton did not fail to attend 
at the time and place appointed, and 

| | Was 
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was ſoon put in poſſeſſion of the 
little innocent piece of mortality. 
The baſket was curiouſly packed 
up, and proper directions being an- 
nexed, it was committed to the care 
of a porter, and diſpatched to Nix. 
Bentley, who was previouſly prepar- 
ed for its reception. 

The amiable projectour of this un- 
natural ſcheme was not long before 
ſhe returned to her expecting friends, 
having only remained behind, in 
order to tell honeſt dame Briſco, 
(the perſon who was to have Loufa): 
not to fail attending that night at 
twelve o'clock in a hackney-coach, 


to receive her adopted daughter. 


This wicked- committee then ſat 


don to fupper: with unuſual ſatis- 
faction, and mutual congratulations 


circulated round the table on the 
prudence 
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prudence of their meaſures. Mrs. 
Blacłiſtons addreſs and dexterity in 


it were particularly extolled, and a 


moſt entire friendſhip reciprocally 
eſtabliſhed between them upon the 
noble baſis of iniquity, and a moſt 


villainous fraud. 


The poor little facrifice to their 
ambition and avarice had a gentle 


opiate adminiſtered to her that 
evening, which, taking effect at 


nine o clock, they knew would con- 
tinue its operation till twelve the 


next day. To remove ſuſpicion, 
the ſervants alſo were all ordered to 
their reſpective apartments by ele- 


ven, and the three perpetrators left 
alone, who impatiently waited the 


poor deluded woman's coming to 


diſengage themſelves for ever from 


this impediment to their general 
advan- 
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advantage and benefit. At length 
the hour of deliverance arrived, and 
the ſleeping babe was ſucceſsfully 
conveyed into the carriage, deſtined 
to remove her from the knowledge 
of her relations, friends and for- 
tune. This great work completed, 
the baſket was unpacked, and the 
lifeleſs impoſture dreſſed, by the 
hardened Mrs. Blacki/?on, in a cap 
and bed-gown of Louiſa's, reſerved. 
for the purpoſe, and being layed 
in the bed, Mr. Daniel retired 
with the utmoſt ſatisfaction to his 
own apartment, | 

By agreement, at the expiration 
of half an hour, the whole houſe 
was in confufion., Mrs. Bentley's 
and Mrs. Blactiſton's outrageous 
grief, with the violent tingle of 
their bells, rouzed all the family. 


The 
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The tender uncle and faithful guar- 
dian now became inconfolable forthe 
loſs of his niece. They informed 
him with a deal of reluctance and 
tenderneſs of her departure. His ſor- 
rows flowed apace, and at decent in- 
tervals were interrupted by ejacula- 


tions on the increaſe of woe it would 
be to Mr. and Mrs Parker's boſom, 


when acquainted with it. He faid, 
he feared the blow would be tos 
much for them, and fincerely wiſh- 
ed, he had never yielded to his wife's 
and daughter's entreaties, in bring- 
ing up that valuable child to Lon- 
don, as, perhaps, Mr. and Mrs. 
Parker might never forgive him the 
action, though refulting from a ten- 
derneſs truely parental, and con- 
cluded with obſerving, that the 
good- 
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goodneſs of his intention was his 
only conſolation. 

A letter of fatal intelligence was 
then written to the good divine by 
Mrs. Blackifton, the grief of the un- 


cle and aunt rendering them incap- 
able of performing that melan- 
choly taſk, wherein a faithful rect- 
tal was given of all their fatigue 
and aſſiduity during the child's ill- 
neſs. The account cloſed with 
feveral falutary quotations from holy 
writ, in order to excite theſe afffict- 
ed parents to A and refigna- 
tion. | 

| Mr. Parker and his wife had 
not yet been able to conquer fore 
alarming apprehenfions, the. firſt 
news of Louiſas London-journey 
had thrown them into for her ſafety. 


| Her tender age they conſidered as 


unfat 
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unfit for buſy ſcenes, and her 
ſtrength inadequate to the compli- 
cated fatigues of travelling, early 
riſing, and the ſingular hours of a 
town-life. 

The good man opened the fatal 
epittle, therefore, with a trembling, 
hand and a heart deeply agitated, 
and found this new calamity more 
inſupportable than any he had be- 
fore experienced. He blamed him- 
ſelf as a kind of acceflary to the un- 
timely blaſting of this tender flower, 
was amazed at his own remiſſneſs 
in not immediately tranſplanting it 
to a more natural ſoil, and ſaving 
this tender pledge, this emblem of 
their beloved child, from being 
ſubje& to the capricious flights and 
giddy management of young un- 
thinking relations, who had not 

the 
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the ſame call, to watch with care- 
fulneſs over her. 

Mrs. Parker ſaid in à heart- 
wounding accent, that her Eliza 
had exhauſted all her tears, nor had 
ſhe one left for poor Louiſa; but, 
continued ſhe, Ihope, the meaſure 
of my affliction is now completed, 
and that it will not be long before 


we are all re-united in that glorious 


ſtate, exempt from misfortunes, 


where fin and ſorrow are no more. 
To return to Mr. Bentley; the 
mock funeral of the living Louiſa 
was now performed with great pro- 
priety and decorum, and her name 
regiſtered in the bills of mortality 
with the dead. | 
After this melancholy- ceremony 
(or rather villainous burleſque) Mr. 
and Mrs, Bentley, under pretenſe 
, of 
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of being diſqualified by grief for 


the amuſements of the town, made 


a ſpeedy return into the country, at- 
tended by the truſty Mrs. Blackiſ 


ton, and entered upon the imme- 
diate poſſeſſion of Bentley-hall with 
its appurtenances, all which they 
deemed lawful prize. 

We will here leave them to the 
enjoyment of their unjuſt acqui- 
fitions, and attend the little Suſan 
(no longer Louiſa or an heireſs) 


to the humble cottage of dame Brij- 


co, on the confines of Bedfordſhire, 
the place of her deſtined reſi- 
dence. 

The good woman had watched 
over her charge with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs, till the operation of the 
potion already mentioned was ſpent, 

and 
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and the lovely child opened its eyes 


to new and uncommon ſcenes, 
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A little apartment, meanly fur- 


niſhed, was now her receptacle, 
and her only companion a plain 


humble ruſtick. She called upon 
the maid who uſed to be about her, 


4 and cryed bitterly, to go home to 


her own Papa and Mamma. At 


7 length the good woman's kindneſs 
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ſoothed her into ſome degree of 
tranquillity, and, by the promiſe of 
many little things, engaging ta 
children, ſhe became gradually re- 


conciled to her new. ſtate, If ſhe 


did not eat fo weil as at her uncle's, 
ſhe was free from her coufin's ill- 
treatment, and the good dame 
Briſco, ſhe found, did every thing 
to pleaſe her, inſtead of contradict- 
ing and tormenting her. She liſped 

Out 
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out a genuine, but incoherent tale 
of her parents death, her removal 
to her uncle's, and the London- 
Journey ; but the old woman could 
not well underſtand her broken 


accents, and, indeed, paid but little 
attention to what ſhe ſaid, her chief 


aim being to efface every remem- 
brance of her former name and 
fituation. and induce her to fink 
into plain Suſan Briſco with ſatis- 
faction and willingneſs before their 
return into the country, leſt the 
accounts ſhe attempte:i to give of 
herſelf, ſhould excite the curiofi ity 
and obſervation of her neigh- 
bours, 

For this purpoſe ſhe continued a 
whole week privately in London at 
her own expenſe, in which time 


Suſan's tender heart was ſo attached 
| by 
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© by the maternal indulgence of the 
good woman, that ſhe would now 


have quitted her dame with much 
more reluctance, than ſhe ſhowed 
14 at firſt in ſtaying with her. Two 
or three changes of ordinary clothes 
3 { had been provided for her, and the 


child being properly reconciled to 
her new friend, they took their 
places in the waggon, and ſoon ar- 
rived at their deſtined cottage in 
health and ſafety. 

| Suſan at firſt expreſſed great ſur- 
priſe at their manner of travelling; 
but the old woman calling their 
conveyance the great coach, it in- 
fuſed an air of gaiety into her little 
companion. 

A neat habitation, the unreſtrain- 
ed privilege of rambling in the 
fields, and ſeveral ſuitable play fel- 

Vor. II. CCC 
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lows made the child in a ſhort time 


think herſelf a happy being, and 
totally eraſed from her mind every 
recollection of her paſt circum- 
ſtances. She was amiable, to an 
uncommon degree, in her diſpo- 
ſition ; meekneſs, obligingneſs and 
doeilit being her conſtant: * 
nions. 


Dame Br:ſco put her to ſchool, 


to learn to read and work, where 
ſhe ſoon obtained the reputation of 
a remarkably ingenious and induſ- 
trious little girl, 

Thus did her days glide on in 
innocence, obſcurity and content- 
ment, *till ſhe attained her four- 
teenth year, when a gentleman's 
family happening to come to refide 
in that part of the country, by their 

means 
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neans ſhe became engaged in buſier 
cenes. 


Tlie father of this gentleman had 


ner, which procured her no ſmall 
Wconfideration with the ſon, and was 
the means of her receiving great 
Wkindnefies from him, as ell as a 
conſtant favourable reception at his 


W houſe. The gentleman's name was 
Banſton. His family conſiſted of his 


lady, a ſonof fifteen, and a daughter 


of fixteen years old. Mr. Banſton 
vas a perſon of a ſociable diſpo- 
W ſition, hoſpitable to ſtrangers, and 
fond of company. But from a diſ- 
fimilarity in the choice and ſenti- 
ments of himſelf and his wife (which 
W rendered them very unhappy) he 
had contracted many peculiarities. 


(3 He 
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He was ſudden in his attachments, 
and as haſty in his diſlikes. When "i 
pleaſed, no man more friendly, no 
man more partial to his friends; 
but when once offended, none 
could exceed him in paſſion, reſent- 
ment and rancour. A bad imprel- | 
ſion was never to be removed, nor a 
reconciliation with him obtained. 
He was extremely ambitious, and 
from an anxious pride, that his 
children ſhould ſurpaſs every other 
perſon's, he ſometimes led them but 
an uneaſy kind of life. Their dreſs, 
when either company was expected, 
or a viſit intended, underwent the 
ſtricteſt examination; and he was 
ſo accuſtomed to diſapprove of their 
behaviour and converſation, that 
when he was preſent, they acted 
under continual fear and conſtraint. il 
It 
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t ſeems, his diſpoſition had been early 

Woured by diſappointments, and the 
Doſs of a beloved friend, which he 
had never overcome, ſo that he, 
ho at twenty was an eaſy and muſt 
Jamiable youth, now at fifty was 
become a capricious and. intolerable 
old man. 


Mrs. Banſton was of French ex- 
traction, and no education. She 


was covetous, particular, and unac- 
countable to the laſt degree. Mean 
E companions (if any) were her 
choice, her houſe her idol, and her 
8 ſervants her favourites; nor did ſhe 
ever fail ſpending her mornings in 


her kitchen, where ſhe revealed, 


p with the utmoſt good humour and 
# familiarity, every ſentiment of her 


heart, and the converſation ſhe had 


heard without doors. By this in- 


C 3 ter- 
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tercourſe, and a reciprocal com- 
pliance on the part of the ſervants, ' 
the news of the neighbourhood ſoon | 
reached her ears, and it was cuſto- 
mary again for her to retail this in- 
formation to her huſband's prime 
viſitants, not concealing even the 
names or humble ſtate of her au- 
thours, 

Her girl ſhe was, in her way, ex- 
travagantly fond of, Her boy ſhe 
conſidered as an incumbrance, as 
no houſe, ſhe would frequently ſay, 
could be kept either clean or com- 
fortable, that was infeſted with 
men, and would conclude ſuch de- 
clarations with ſincerely wiſhing, 
that her huſband and ſon were en- 
gaged in ſome publick employment, 
that would deliver her from the fa- 
tigue of their company. She had 

no 
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no objection to a chearful glaſe, 
JR though not to exceſs, and took an 
= immoderate quantity of rapee-ſnutt. 
She was credulous to a weakneſs, 
fond of no other writings than the 
ordinary of Newgate's, which ſhe 
W had but juſt the capacity to read and 


= underſtand, Her fortune, however, 


was immenſe. Notwithſtanding the 
thick cloud of ignorance, ſuperſtt- 
tion and folly, by which ſhe was 
ſurrounded, a ſpark of natural un- 
derſtanding would frequently diſ- 
play itſelf, ſo as ſufficiently to 
evince, that education might have 
rendered her a very different being. 
The fault, indeed, lay in her fa- 
ther, who had never in his life 
attended to any other conſideration, 
than the accumulating of wealth, in 

| C4 which 
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1 which his endeavours had been con- 
9 ſtantly ſucceſsful. 

| The young gentleman, whoſe 
name was Charles, was a manly 
youth, his face inexpreſſibly fine, 
but his perſon rather defective in 
point of gentility. Upon the whole, 
he anſwered pretty well the follow- 
ing deſcription of the poet. 


His eyes 
The bright celeſtial blue that paints the 
— 3 | 
His hair, a lovely brown, in ringlets 
flowed, | 
"And charms beyond the reach of art 
beſtowed. | 


His manners, open, artleſs and ſerene, 
- Declared the ſpotleſs mind that dwelt 
within. 


For his diſpoſition, it was ingenuous 
and humane, his underſtanding 
above 
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above the common ſtamp, his 


memory extenſive, and his humani- 
Icy. complaiſancy and equanimity, 
perfectly engaging. 
Miſs Banſion was the reverſe of 
her Mamma, having a heart ſuſ- 


| x ceptible of the moſt refined and 
IF diſintereſted friendſhip, and a taſte 
for the converſation of the polite 


and well-bred. Her perſon was 


7 rather agreeable, but far from 
handſome, of which deficiency ſhe 


| was truely ſenfible. In her engage- 


ments ſhe was moſt affectionately 


attached to her brother, and equally 
dutiful to her Papa and Mamma. 
Such was this family, with whom 


dame Briſco was a common favour- 


ite; for ſhe ſoon acquired the art 
[ of ſerving and pleafing their various 
| humours, and preſeryed (by being 
; C 5 miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs of -a faculty, rare amongſt 1 
the catalogue of female dependents) +: 
the unabated friendſhip of every 


individual in the houſe to her lateſt 
hour, | 


That my readers may not be at a 


loſs for a fimilar recommendation 
upon a ſimilar occaſion, it is neceſ- 


ſary to inform them, that by an * . 
uniform and invariable adherence i 
to the ſingle maxim of preſerving 
ſecret every unpleaſing and diſ- 
graceful expreſſion, let fall by any 


member of the family, when diſ- 
guſted or offended with each other, 
and revealing and repeating with 
the utmoſt improvement, whatever 
could conduce to diffolve their little 
animoſities, and promote their 
general peace and harmony, did 


this fimple honeſt creature render 
herſelf 
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herſelf uſeful and valuable to her 
47 ſuperiours, as well as to her equals, 
and they again ſerviceable and kind 
41 to her. 


Mrs. Banſton's notableneſs being 


confined entirely to bruſhes, brooms, 


and duſting cloths, and her daugh- 


XX ter's genius inclining her to reading 


and muſick, many domeſtick con- 


4 | cerns were neglected by them both. 
= Senſible of this, Mrs. Banſton fre- 


quently wiſhed before dame Briſco 
that ſhe eould meet with ſome clever 
tight girl, who. underſtood plain- 
work, in order to take her into the 
houſe, that ſhe might manage en- 
tirely that branch of aconomy. It 
ftruck the good woman. at one of 
theſe junctures, that, if Su/an 
could gain the favour and approba- 
tion of this very particular woman 

C 6 and 
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and her amiable daughter, it might 


enſure her a happy proviſion in caſe 
of her death, and ſecure her from 
the neceſſity of turning out into the 
wide world, ignorant and friend- 
leſs. She, therefore, juſt men- 
tioned her to Madam, but with 
ſuch a character, as the amiable 
girl really deſerved. 


Mrs. Banſton was pleaſed with 
this propoſal, and defired ſhe might 
be brought to her the next day, pro- 
miſing, that, if ſhe anſwered the 
character dame Briſco gave of her, 
ſhe ſhould neither want for kind- 
neſs nor encouragement. 

She was, accordingly, conducted 
the next morning by the good old 
woman to the houſe of her bene- 
factors, and met with a very gracious 
reception. Miſs. Ban/ton admired her 

| modeſt 
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"IF modeſt and genteel behaviour, and 
ſoon conceived a moſt fincere affec- 
tion for her; while Mr. Banſton 
XX would often ſay, that ſhe was both 

a good and a clever girl, to which 
his wife would never fail to add, 
Lay, and much prettier than any girl 

in this country, and works ſurpri- 
= fingly quick and well.” 


Suſan, notwithſtanding'cloſe ap- 


1 plication to her work, did not omit 


to make that advantage of hęr young 
lady's kindneſs, and the inſtruction 
of her maſters, as to acquire ſome 
ſmatterings of polite education. The 
rudiments of the French language 


Miſs Banſton herſelf taught her, and 
by repeated leſſons, and the benefit 


of converſation, ſhe ſoon made her-. 
ſelf miſtreſs of it. Dancing ſhe was 
taught at Miſs Carolinès requeſt, 

who 
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who perſuaded her Papa, that it 
would be an infinite improvement 
to her, to practice that accompliſh- 2 
ment with a companion. Beſides *? 
theſe accompliſhments, Suſan had 
a fine voice and a nice ear, and con- 
ſequently acquired no ſmall judge- 
ment in vocal performances by fre- 
quently finging, for her young lady's 
amuſement, many fine compoſitions 
ſhe was fond of playing, her own 
voice being greatly inferiour to this 
humble maid's. As to writing, her 
talents that way had been improved 
by the pariſh-clerk, who of his own 
accord ſet her copies; and thus did 
ſhe pick up piece-meal a tolerable 
education for a country-girl. 6 
She had ſpent fix months in this 
family, and had already eſtabliſhed 
berſelf in the good opinion and ap- i 
probation i 
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probation of the ſeveral heads of it, 


when Maſter Charles made his ap- 
pearance. He had been abſent du- 
ring the eight preceding months 
on a viſit to his Grand-Mamma, 
X whoſe favourite he was, and was 
entirely unacquainted with this 


agreeable addition to his family. 
Suſan's dreſs was plain, but perfect- 
ly neat, and ſuch, as ſufficiently 
diſplayed the beauties of her perſon, 
which did not long eſcape the young 
gentleman's obſervation, As pride 


was by no means a part of Mrs. 


Banſton's character, ſhe did not 
look upon the innocent low-born 
Suſan as any diſgrace to her table, 
to which ſhe was conftantly admit- 
ted, unleſs when ſome extraordinary 
viſitants required her preſence elſe- 
where, Maſter Charles ſoon in- 


formed 
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formed himſelf by his fiſter's means 


of all the internal graces and valu- 
able endowments of this young girl, 
whoſe perſon had ſo exceedingly 
engaged his admiration, and he ſe- 


cretly wiſhed, that fortune had been 
more liberal in her favours, ſo as to 
have enabled this maſter-piece of 


Nature to have ſhone in a leſs hum- 
ble light. In conſequence of theſe 
impreſſions, he treated her with the 
utmoſt ref} pert and kindneſs on every 


_ occaſion ; for two years together 
that this brother and fiſter were in- 


feparable, now in all theſe youthful 
purſuits and diverſions Saſan had a 
ſhare along with them, nor, indeed, 
could they enjoy any pleaſure with- 
out her, her modeſty, humility 


and good nature recommending 


wer moſt irreſiſtibly to their favour. 
| Their 
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Their mornings were ſpent in ſome 
improving exerciſes; their even- 
ings, when free from the reſtraint 


of company, were alternately em- 


ployed in rambling the beautiful 


fields, and in little frolicks ſuited to 


their age and innocence. In theſe 


amuſements they were encouraged 
by Mrs. Banſton, though ſometimes 
ſcarcely tolerated by the Papa. But 
their days were not all to be Hal- 
cyon ones, for Mr. Banſton having 
many acquaintance in Worceſter- 
ſhire, where he had been a couple 
of months upon a viſit, at his return 


acquainted his lady, that he had 


given one family an invitation to 
ſpend a fortnight with him, and 
that he ſhould expect them in ten 
or twelve days time, The good 
woman was greatly diſcompoſed by 

this 
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this information, and complained * 
loudly, that ſhe was not permitted 


to live agreeably to her own incli- | 
nation, adding, that for her part ſhe 


wanted no connexion with families 


who had ſo little conſideration as to 


= WF 4 4 pars 
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come and take up their reſidence at | ; 


other people's houſes for whole | 
fortnights at a time, and wiſhing 
Mr. Banſton would either ſatisfy ! 


himſelf with enjoying his friends 
abroad, or procure a large houſe for 
their entertainment, ſo as not to 
diſturb her. To this harangue the 
huſband made no reply, but left his 


lady to cool at leiſure, and went to 


ſpend his evening with the parſon 
of the pariſh, A footman was now 
diſpatched directly for dame Briſco, 


as upon every occaſion of diſcontent 


her W — eflential. The 
yoo 


— 


3 mt ; 1 * 
8 p 


FAMILY PICTURES, 43 


XX 200d old woman liſtened with her 
XX uſual attention to Madam's new 
& calamity, and having heard it out, 
took the liberty of recommending 


patience and reſignation to her. 


= <- You. know, Madam, ſaid my 
dame, that Maſter is very haſty, 
and your not obliging him will but 


make a great diſturbance. A fort- 


4 night will ſoon be over, and if I 
can be of any aſſiſtance, Iwill come 


every day and take orders for mar- 
keting, or any thing elſe in my 
power. Perhaps too you may like 
their company, and then the time 
will not paſs ſo diſagreeably.“ 

“ tell you, dame Briſto, re- 
plyed the lady, I hate theſe incum- 
brances, and it is very hard; when 
I bring nothing of the kind upon 
myſelf, that I muſt be obliged to 


ſubmit 
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ſubmit to them for others. T would 


but what I would gladly give my 
neighbours a diſh of tea, or fo, but 
it is horrid to be put out of one's 
way with a heap of folks at bed 
and board ; yet this is always Mr. 
Banſon's manner. of proceeding.” . 

The genuine eloquence of the 


old dame at length prevailed fo far, 
that the offended lady conſented to 


make a virtue of neceſſity, and give 
her huſband's friends a decent re- 
ception. 

Great preparations were then be- 
gan; every window of the houſe 
was now opened, and the light and 
air let in upon ſome handſome fur- 
niture that had not been expoſed to. 
either for ſome time. Miſs and her 

brother 


3 


rather have your company, added 
ſhe, than any body's I know ; not | 
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WT brother were well enough pleaſed 
with the thoughts of company, but 
me poor Suſan's heart had ſome un- 


happy forebodings. 
In a few daysa letter arrived, in- 
forming the head of the family, 


when and where he was to meet his 
Y expected viſitants. 


His countenance was brightened 


; | at the intelligence, A glow of 


ſatisfaction took place, and his good 
humour at dinner was uncommonly 
great. Charles, ſaid the father, 
I defire I may have your company 
for an hour or two this afternoon, 
as I have ſomething of importance 
to communicate to you.” The young 
gentleman was by no means delight- 
ed with this requeſt, or rather com- 
mand, as he began to conjecture 
there was ſome diſagreeable news 


in 


46 Family PICTURES, 


in ſtore for him. He was obliged, 
however, to attend the deſpotick 

father's pleaſure, and on his arifing 4 1 
from table, and taking his hat, im- 
plicitly followed his example and ic 
ſteps. WO 
When they were got a convenient 
diſtance from the houſe, Mr. Ban- 
ton began to unfold the purpoſe of 
ll his heart. I think, Charles, ſaid | 4 'Þ 
4 he, that now you have attained your 7 1 
2 eighteenth year, and have very 
. little of the boy in your appearance; 
it cannot be thought unſeaſonable to 

caſt about for an honourable and 
advant ageous alliance for you, and 
a moſt fortunate opportunity occur- 
ring during my viſit with an old 
acquaintance, I have given the 
young lady's family an invitation to 
my houſe, and expect you will not 


be 


Family PICTURES. 47 


ge deficient on 1 your part in impro- 
ling, and in due time effecting the 


W..:: work I have begun for you. 
he lady's fortune is even at preſent 


en conſiderable; beſides which 
he is preſumptive heireſs to a very 


ine eſtate. You will, therefore, 


e prepared for the important pur- 
Poſe of recommending yourſelf to 


eer favour.” A kind of ague fit 


Wizes the young gentleman on this 


| = - but he was too 


ell acquainted with the inflexibili- 


ty of his father's diſpoſition to at- 


Y empt the leaſt expoſtulation with 


n. or offer the ſmalleſt oppoſition 
to his will. Yet did San, all love- 

I, humble, and engaging, preſent 
= herſelf to his imagination, while 
WT riches, honours and grandeur va- 
niſhed before her, as miſts are dif- 


pelled 


48 Famiry PICTURES. 


pelled by the riſing ſun, He ven. 

tured, at laſt, to lift up his eyes to Wi 
the arbitrator of his deſtiny, and} 
perceiving that he impatiently ex- 
pected his reply, uttered with 2 
ſubmiſſive, but irreſolute tone, that 
he was all obedience, The imme- 
diate contraction of Mr. Banſtons 
brow denoted a gathering ſtorm. # J A 
2 Ungrateful and inſenfible wretch, Wl 
cryed he, is this the utmoſt lena | 
tion thy groveling heart is capable J 
of; this the return you make me for | 
my ſollicitude for your advance. | 
ment? Your veins, I find, are re- 
plete with the mean blood of your 
mother, not one ſpark of my ſpirit 
being in your whole compoſition; | 
but mark me well, continued he, 
darting a furious look at the poor 
diſmayed youth, you have but this WW: 

| one | 
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unc alternative in your power, viz. 
ither to marry the lady whom I 
gave choſe for you, or to turn out, 
or 1 will harbour no diſobedient 
Ehildren,” The young gentleman 
would have exculpated himſelf from 
very ſuſpicion of intentional” of- 
nce, but the father would not per- 
it him ſo much as to ſpeak. ** Let 
our actions, ſaid he with the ut- 
3- voſt ſternneſs, be the teſt of your 


je bedience; 1 am not to be impoſed 
r pon by profeſſions.“ A ſilence 
e- ow enſued, the father feeling no 
e- mall moctification from his ſon's re- 
ur eption of a propoſal which had in- 
it Hinite charms in it for him, and the 
A 5 generous youth being tormented 


q $vith a ſucceſſion of unpleafing re- 
Wicttions concerning what was ſhort- 
Wy to happen. On their arrival at 
4 D the 


5d -PFamiry PicroRxs. 


the Parſon's (who was Mr, Ban 1 
. #:n's oracle) the latter in ſome mea. r 
ſure reſumed his wonted good bu. 
mour; for Mr. Charles, as he wall 
uſually grave, when under the ob. q " 
ſerving eye of his father, he eſcaped} I 
thoſe common (and ſometimes both 
unkind and unſeaſonable) interro- 
gatories with reſpect to his health, 
or the cauſe of his filence, which| 
his father was uſually teaſing him| 
with. After ſpending a few houn| M 
with this gentleman and his davgh- I 1 
tor, they returned upon the ſame 
unſociable terms to their own habi- 
tation, where the chagrin and 
anxiety of young Mr. Banſton was 
ſoon diſcovered with an affeQtionate 
concern by his ſiſter, and occafioned| 
the gentle Suſan ſome tender emo- 
tions, Miſs Caroline was determined | 
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have a private interview with her 
oother that evening, in order to 
Inform herſelf of the unhappy cauſe 
? of his apparent uneafineſs, and ad- 
WWniniſter every alleviation in her 
power ; for which purpoſe, the 
Y veather being fine, and the ſupper 
0- rer at an early hour, ſhe requeſted 
is company into the garden. Poor 
War would gladly have attended 
nem; but her maſter had found 
2 ſome trifling, though indiſpen- 
ie employment, which obliged 
Mer to remain behind. 
Brother, ſaid this amiable lady 
rn their entering the garden, be- 
cd you to give me a part in your 
g diſſatisfaction. Something, 
| am ſure, has happened between. 
10- my Papa and you this afternoon; 
1d B D IX: but 


to conceal the minuteſt circumſtance 


iter, of whoſe attachment and af. 


| advancing my fortune by fabrificing | 


for as the one is not to be conſulted Wl 
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but J hope, you do not wiſh to ex- 
clude me from the knowledge of it.” 

t Caroline, returned the young 43 
gentleman, my father has this day 
given a moſt unexpected and irrepa- 
rable wound to my peace. You will 
too ſoon be informed, in what par- 
ticular ; yet 'why ſhould I attempt 


. 


relative to me from a friend and i 


1 


* 
2 5 


fection I have received ſuch ſingular 
proofs * Know then, that this fami- 
ly we are now in expectation of, are 
not invited here upon a common 


viſit; my father has a proſpect of | þ F | 


me to a handſome eſtate and genteel : 
alliance. My heart, my ſenfibility Wl 
are now my greateſt misfortunes ; 


with 
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bwith reſpect to its inclination, and 
pe other cannot be attracted by the 
ed pill of ambition, the depri- 
ation of both would be now my 


== Miſs Caroline was extremely af- 
- ected at her brother's diſtreſs, but 
I indly enquired, if he knew the 
Fhoſen lady? He replyed with great 
arneſtneſs, no, and wiſhed that it 
vere poſſible for the knowledge of 
eer to remain for ever as foreign to 
ois heart, as it was at preſent, 

hben, brother, returned the 
young lady, what grounds have 


1 IF = this great averſion and con- 
cer ? Perhaps on your acquaint- 
ance with her, your duty and incli- 


: W nation may be rendered compati- 


| 4 ble; for notwithſtanding g you are not 
bo be captivated by an eſtate, it is 
1 D 3 not 


54 Famiry PieroRks. 


not impoſſible, but the lady may 
both deſerve and engage your af. 
fection.“ | 1 
* And can you, my ſiſter, re- . 
plyed Mr. Charles, really be blind 5 
to my apparent prepoſſeſſion 1 in fa- Y 
vour of an object you equally ap- 
prove ? Poverty 1 is but a thin ſhade 
to merit in the eyes of the difinte. 
reſted and unaſpiring, how imper- | | 
vidus ſoever it may prove to the am- l 3 
bitious man; and I leave you to ll 
judge, from the affection and appro- 1 
bation I know you feel for the ami- 
able Suſan, of my ſentiments of her, 
to whom her perſon is alſo charm- 
ing, though in an inferiour degree 
to her mind. You may, indeed, 
lament the imprudence of my mo- 
ther in caſting ſuch an attraction in- 
| to 


end. 
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: p my way ; but you cannot, ſurely, 
lame me for yielding to it.“ 
What you now tell me, re- 
ryrned Caroline, is really an unhap- 

> incſs ; for notwithſtanding I can- 
Mot diſpute the extraordinary en- 
owments of my favourite, and 
uld myſelf overlook the article of 


tune, yet, as that deficiency will 


„ $&ver be irreconcilable with my 

23 | 9 3 . . 1 * 
- 8 s way of thinking, I could have 
o riſhed you to have guarded againſt 


-ich a misfortune, You are ſenſi- 
- | Pee. ſhe never can be legally your'e, 
aud I believe your heart incapable 
t every diſhonourable intention. 
hat then could you promiſe to. 
ourſelf from encouraging ſuch an 
inclination? But as I am unac- 
We quainted with theſe tender feeling, 
l confeſs myſelf an incompetent. 
D 4 Judge 


demn.“ 


. cauſe, if voluntary and ſubordinate ? 
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judge of them, and can only with, 
that it were poſſible for your reaſon ll 


to ſubdue what it certainly muſt con- 


« Never, never, returned Mr. 
Banſton, will my reaſon condemn 
me for following its diftates ; nor 
did I expett ſuch a reflection from 
you. The only impropriety you 
can accuſe me of, is the not retain- 
ing my heart like a ſheet of paper, Pp 


clear and unimprefled, untill my 


father ſhould deign to ſtamp an 
image upon it according to his own Wl 
liking. To what end are we then 

endowed with the property of diſ- RF 
tinguiſhing ? From whence is our ⁵⁶ 
ſenſibility derived, and for what 


Why ſubje& to natural bias and un- 


taught reluctance, if ſpontaneous 
and 


— 
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nd irreſiſtable? Why this impu- 
tion of undutifulneſs? becauſe not 
Worreſpondent with the opinion of 
nother. But we will dwell no 
Wonger upon this ſubject. Preſerve, 
y dear Caroline, the important ſe- 
ret with which I have entruſted 


or 

m ou, and let my example warn you 
uv be conſtantly upon your guard, 
Eſt you ſhould incur the condem- 
A ; ation you have caſt upon me.” 
„d Miſs Caroline made an attempt to 
n 5 Peuain her brother, as her tender- 
2 eeſs for him began to ſuggeſt to her 
1 at ſhe had not treated him with 


4 What lenity ſhe ought ; but he ab- 
| gruptly returned into the parlour, 
Hand continued there without ever 
Wc ncountering her eyes, untill the 
whole family retired. Suſan had 
had the honour for ſome months of 
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participating her young lady's bed 
and ſharing with her every ſecret d 
her heart; but, to her great ſurpriſe 
Miſs Caroline opened not her lips 0 
her on their retiring, excepting tof 
with her as uſual a good night. Then 
Poor girl, as fearing ſhe had offend. - 
ed, was unable to take the leaſt re = 
pole ; nor was her young miſtreſs in 
a ſtate of greater ſatisfaction, inſ-i = 
much, that the morning dawned d 
upon their ſleepleſs eyes, and hey { 
both aroſe much earlier than their 
uſual cuſtom. S ſan was informed 
by Mrs. Banſton at breakfaſt, that 
the had provided her an employ. | 
ment which ſhe might accompliſh 
at mother Briſco's cottage, towhich, i 
the ſaid, ſhe muſt return for the 
ſucceeding fortnight, as they other- il 
wiſe ſhould not be able to accom- 
modate 


8 
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Hodate the expected family. © I 
flure you, Suſan, continued this 
rife. Edy, I had much rather have your 


$ of 1 ompany than theirs, and ſhall im- 
; oi ; patiently wait for the morning that, 
The y clearing my hands of them, will 
nd. eſtore you to your former fitua-- 
re on.“ 

in Mr. Banſſon s features by ne no means 


ſo - Nenoted his approbation of his lady's: 
ed Wcclaration, and the good girl, with: 
Wn aching heart, now for the firſt. 
ir Wime Beck Baia a ſeparation from» 
Mic family, ſince the hour in which 
ſhe had been admitted into it. She; 
went, however, and the chariot 
vas ordered to be bruſhed up to the 


„ 4 E beſt advantage for its, maſter's -uſe- 
e che enſuing afternoon, againſt which 
. che young gentleman was alſo in- 


8 ; formed that his attendance was expec⸗ 
6s 9 
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ted. Miſs had orders likewiſe to 
pay particular regard to her appear- 4 1 
ance, and Mrs. Ban/lon aſked with a 
ſarcaſtick fmile, what commands 
ſhe was to be honoured with; which 
. M-natured queſtion Mr. Banſten Wl 
notwithſtanding fo far ſubdued his 
ſpirit, as to make no enflaming re- 
ply to. It had, nevertheleſs, the 


deſired effect of diſcompoſing him, 


and he flounced out of the room to | 


the no ſmall pleaſure of his lady. 


This gentleman in piquing him- 
ſelf upon his good breeding and 


complaiſance, was very apt to'over- 


act his character. It was, indeed, 


his predominant foible, and no YZ 
wonder then, that in conſequence 
of this - diſpoſition himfelf and his 


ſon arrived at the appointed rende- 


vous four hours earlier than was ne- 


ceſſary. 
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ceeſſary. He, however, rather con- 
ratulated himſelf than murmured 
at this, as he doubted not but he 
== ſhould by theſe means eſtabliſh that 
reputation for civility, politeneſs, 
and good nature, which he had 
s layed the foundation af in his laſt 
vifit to Worceſterſhire. | 
On the appearance of a coach 
and fix, which he knew to be his 
o friends, this gentleman haſtened 
„with the utmoſt alacrity to be aſ- 


fing to the ladies in their alighting, 
which office he performed with a 
dolerable grace. His ſon was obli- 
„ ged to follow his example, but was 
determined to obſerve a moderate 
and diſtant civility, nor ſuffer his 


;  defire of obliging his father to hurry 
bim into a diſhonourable or groſs 
diſſimulation. No ſooner were the 
expected 


[] 
4 
1 
1 
. 
# 
4 
6 


* 
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expected viſitants alighted, than a 
volley of compliments were inſtant- | 
ly exchanged between them, and 
Mr. Banſton made no ſmall parade 
of his impatience to meet his friends, 
which, he ſaid, had expoſed him 
to the neceſſity of paſſing ſome dull 
hours in the houſe where he had 
waited, but added, that they were 
amply compenſated by the happi- i 


neſs he enjoyed in ſeeing them all 


ſafe arrived, and, he hoped, not 
over-fatigued with their journey. 


The young lady interfering at that 


inſtant, declared that ſhe was nei- 
ther ſick nor ſorry, nor did ſhe be- 
heve it poſſible for her ever to be 
weary of travelling, if ſhe had but 


agreeable company ; but, added 


ſhe, this fick beaſt, turning about 


and hauling at the ſame time a poor 
ö | little 
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= little puppy out of the carriage by. 
one leg, has made my journey very. 


uncomfortable. Mr. Banton would 
have relieved her of her charge, 


and expreſſed ſome obliging con- 
cern for her (as he ſuppoſed) little 


favourite 3 but ſhe ſoon gave him to 


underſtand, that ſhe was ſuperiour 
bd every weak attachment of that 
kind, and only kept the poor ani-- 
mal for the pleaſure of tormenting 
it. It is, ſaid ſhe, Sir, the moſt 
== deſpicable little coward I ever met 
= with; for, would you believe it, I 
only endeavoured to promote an en- 


gagement between it and a middle 
fized kitten at our laſt baiting, when 
a few of her ladyſhip's attacks, and 
a blow or two which its timidity 
extorted from me, has reduced it 
to the condition you now ſee it in, 

| Here, * 


| . | 
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| Here, Dick, ſaid ſhe, calling to a 
| footman, do take it ont of my 
ſight.” This affair being adjuſted, 
Mr. Banſlon next preſented his ſon Wl 
to the ladies, whom he ſaluted with 
| an eaſy politeneſs. Mrs. Bentliy ex- 
5 preſſed her great approbation of 
him, adding, that if Mr. Banton 3 
B had but brought the young gentle» } 
1 man with him, when he was laſt 
| amongſt them, her ſon Anthony Wl 
would gladly have been of their 
party, as it was; but that ſhe had 
not been able, notwithſtanding her 
utmoſt endeavours, to perſuade him, 
that the aſſurance of his finding a 
companion much of his own age 
was any thing more than a decep- 
tion; towhich Mr. Ban//onreplyed, 
that if he had foreſeen the di ſagree- 
able conſequence, Charles ſhould 
not 


939 
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ot have been left behind. The 
WSquire then returning from the ſta- 
j Ple which he had repaired to almoſt 
2 Wmmediately on his alighting, in 


Prder to ſee his beloved horſes taken 
Wue care of, ſhook hands with the 
tmoſt appearance of affection with 


os old friend, and having examin- 

Wd Charles from top to toe, declar- 
a him with an oath to be a clever 
| _=_ ; then addrefling himſelf, 


ith a look of much meaning, to 


this daughter, he aſked her, if ſhe 


as not of the fame opinion. 


Ay, Papa, returned the young 


ay, you are always very unſeaſon- 
ble in your queſtions; I wiſh you 


ould not addreſs them to me. 


wel, well, ſaid the Squire, I ſup- 
ooſe there is no harm done, and II 
take care for the future not to 


wound 
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wound your extreme nicety, thougl: i 
I ſuppoſe, my young maſter is no 
more a ſtranger to his father's in. 
tentions, than you are to mine; but i 
take your own methods ſo long, as 
my friend Banſton, (again ſhaking Wl 
his hand) your mother and I are 
agreed; I ſhall leave you to your 
own inventions.” 'The fair Ara ö { 
bella toſſed up her head, but dif. 
played not the leaſt ſenſibility of 
delicacy in her countenance, Her 
cheeks, indeed, ſeemed unaccuſ- 
tomed to bluſhes, and her front un- 
known to ſbame. Her deſtined lover 
had now an additional objection to 
ſuffering his heart to become an 
apoſtate to its primitive attachment. 
The maſculine girl before him, 
though handſome, was an object of 
disguſt, vrhilſt the idea of the gen- 
. tle; | 


* 


* 
5 
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„he tender, the delicate Suſan 


Feed his whole heart. How 
o_ did he lament the diſ- 
ut pri of their conditions, and with 


A | 


23 he utmoſt fincerity wiſfh, he could 
10 rchange his to him unpleaſing 
re Nate for that of ſome humble ſwain, 


ho without fear or reſtraint might 
Intertain that amiable maid with 


2 = 

. ee ſoft tale of love, and fteal upon 
„er innocent approbation ! In theſe 
r flections he was quite loft, till 
. oſed by the voice and ſternly fig- 
„ — aſpect of his faber to other 
c| collections. 

When the ladies and horſes were 
1 rufficiently refreſhed, the carriages. 
ore prepared for their laſt tage, 


x Nuring which it was propoſed that 

* tbe Squire ſhould take his ſeat in 

icke chariot, and commit the ladies 
ww | to 


* 
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to the young gentleman's care. 
Theſe changes being eaſily adjuſt. 
ed, the ſociable carriages took their nl 
deſtined route. On the road, Mike 
Arabella, with that pert familiarity 
which a long acquaintance could 
only authorize, peſtered Mr. Charles 
Banſton with queſtions relative to 
his ſiſter: ſuch as, whether ſhe was 
older or younger than himſelf ; 2 
romp, or a demure being ; fond of 
rambling, or a lover of home, and 
twenty other equally idle and ridi- 


culous enquiries: to all which the 


young gentleman returned very con- 
eiſe, though ſatisfactory anſwers. Wl { 
Miſs Arabe/la found herſelf not a 
little diſſatisfyed with her compa- Wl 
nion's ſerious, though polite beha- 
viour, and ſecretly determined ne- 
ver to be his wife, unleſs he clear- 

ed 
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up moſt ſurpriſingly; for why 


ould ſhe ſpend: her days with a 


„or ſpiritleſs inſignificant animal, 
bile there was another man upon 
earth ? 


The ſtopping of the carriage at 
r. Ban/ton's houſe was to her a 


S.. ery pleaſing circumſtance, as ſhe 


as. heartily. tired of being couped 


af p with a young fellow, who gave 


ber the ſpleen. She, however, art- 


robation of her father's wiſe Choice, 
Fan ſhe ſhould be ſo happy, as to 
meet with an opportunity of chooſ- 
Wing for herſelf. In this reſolution 
ſne alighted with all the appearance 

Z ſatisfaction on her brow.” 
- Miſs Banſton received the ladieg 


8 * reſolved to conceal her diſap- 


4 in a very pretty manner; but her 
= mother abſconded for Dine hours,” 


to 


1 . the Sens sdod of ' their WW" 


* 
* 
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firſt arrival. Arabella was pleaſed 
to. find ſhe had ſo exceedingly the 
advantage of her new acquaintance 
in perſon ; as for the mental accom. Wie 
pliſhments ſhe was as unqualified to 
approve them, as ſhe was deficient n 
in poſſeſſing them. 2 
; Miſs Banſton ſoon perceived the if T 


FE aiſmilarity of their diſpoſitions, 


friend and fifter (if it had been 


and hoped ſhe ſhould not be lang 


ſeparated from her much eſteemed i * 
Suſan, who appeared to her par- 
tial, but diſintereſted view a thou- 
ſand times more eligible to be her 


practicable) than this haughty fa- 
vourite of fortune. Supper being 
ſerved in, the miſtreſs of the houſe. 
emerged from ber concealment, 
and making a few filent curtſies to 
her 


eit 
edi 


* — 
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1 Per unwelcome gueſts, vouchſafed 


ro partake of their entertainments. 


if was not long , however, before 


e became pleaſed with Mrs. Bent- 


”» Her want of breeding ſhe miſ- 


took for contempt of ceremony, her 


narrow ſentiments for prudence, 
and her indelicate wit and propen- 


WT fity to ridicule for good humour and 
ſmmartneſs. 


Her ſon and daughter beheld 


| this woman's behaviour in a very 


different light, and found their 
hearts but little affected towards her. 
Mr. Banſton's ſelf- conſequence and 
ſatisfaction was unbounded, and he 
induſtriouſly circulated the glaſs to 
the general approbation of the 
whole company, except his own 
children, who were incapable of - 
Juch irrational enjoyments, 


% 


At 
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had ſhe not left her fon behind her, | 
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* 


At twelve they retired to theitf 
apartment, where Miſs Banſlon'i 
chagrin and regret was augmented 
by de monifying abſence. of herf 


* — 


uſual companion. A fortnight ſoonf : Ce: 


elapſed in the imagination of the 
pleaſed part of this family, though 
to the diſpleaſed it appeared tedious Mi h 
to an almoſt inſupportable degree ; Wc 
at the end of which Mrs. Bentley I 
would willingly have yielded to the iſp' 
Joint importunity of Mr. and Mrs. r 
Banſlon, in lengthening her viſ t, Moe 


who, ſhe was informed, was far Wi 
from being well. Fhis young heir's Wl 


conſtitution had been fo greatly im- 


paired by hisirregularlife, the wine 


in 
and chaſe dividing bis hours, that | If 
it Was ſuſpected, he was now in a 


8 
ſpeedy decline. Yet, notwith- Wi f 
4 N ſtanding Wi* 


R 
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Nunding the urgency of his caſe, 
Ind the advice of phyficians, he 
would never ſubmit to the ſlighteſt 
Fegimen or confinement. 
Mr. Banſton prevailed, however, 
Wor Mils Arabella's continuance for 
The ſummer, in which time it was 
Hoped by the confederate parties, 
What the intended union would take 
place, every preliminary of ſettle- 
ments, &c. &c. being already ad- 
Huſted, and the wedding to be cele- 
Wbratcd at either of the fathers houſes, 
Is might thereafter appear moſt 
Feligible, | 
- | Miss Caroline was exceedingly 
e mortified at Arabella's ſtay, as ſhe 
t | feared it would prove an impedi- | 


a ment to poor Suſan's return; a con- 
- ME fidcration with her of more' weight, 
chan even her diſlike to the young 


Papa and Mamma had evacuat- 
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lady's company and converſation, 
Her apprehenfions on this account] 
were happily removed the very 
day of Mr. and Mrs. Bentley's de- 
parture, by her mother's declaring, 
ſhe could no longer do without the 
girl, and that ſhe ſhould be accom-|il 
modated by ſome means or other in 


the houſe as uſual. 


Miſs Arabella was preſent at this WF 
declaration, and underſtanding that 
Suſan was accuſtomed to ſhare Mit. 
Banſien's apartment, begged ſhe} 
might not. prevent her return; for 


of all things ſhe loved a room to 


herſelf, and ſhould gladly exchange Wi 


her preſent birth for the one her 


ed. 


This ungentecl ſpeech was very Wl 
grateful to Miſs Caroline, on her 
humble | 
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nomble friend's account, and ſhe 
= propoſed taking an airing that very 
afternoon by dame Briſco's door, in 
order to pick up the favourite and 
re- convey her to her uſual habitation. 
No one oppoſing her inclination in 
= this, the chariot was prepared, and 
the young ladies ſet forth upon their 
W expedition. 


Miſs Ban/ton before hand ordered 


WM a 2 ſervant to call and acquaint Sufan, 
that ſhe would take her home in a- 
bout an hour. As they were taking 
Ja a circle merely for the benefit of the 
ar, they were met by a beauiſh 
voung man, who made a reſpectful 
bow to Miſs Caroline, and caſt a look 
Jof admiration upon the handſome 
WL Arabella. Miſs Banſton recollecting 
chat ſhe had heard her Papa mention 
W the day before, that he wanted to 


E 2 ſpeak. 
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ſpeak with this perſon, ſhe ordered | 
the carriage to ſtop, and informed | 
him of his deſire. Miſs Arabella 
was highly taken with the bold 
manly appearance of this ſtranger, | 
and immediately on their quitting | 
him, aſked Mifs Banſton, who he 
was. The young lady replyed, that | 
his name was Lelcroft, an Eaſt-In- 
diin, and a kind of ſte ward to her 


father. 


Does he live near your houſe, | 
interrogated the inquiſitive Ara- 


Bella? „ That is his habitation, 


returned Miſs, Banſton, direRine| 


her view to a little box by the road- 
ſide.“ 


till the chariot ſtopped at dame 
Briſco's door. Miſs Banſton was 


going to alight at the honeſt wo- 
man's 


They then remained filent, un- 9 


n. — 3 — i Pans 7 BY Y 2 
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1 man's requeſt, as ſhe frequently did; 


but Miſs Arabella declared that ſhe 


wanted to. return, immediately, to 


write a letter which muſt be finiſhed 


chat evening. The good old wo- 
man then bid Suſan make haſte, 
that the ladies: might not be detain- 


ed. The worthy girl ſoon obeyed 
her commands, and appeared at the 


chariot-ſide 1 in all her native loveli- 


W neſs. 


« Miſs. Banſton, ſaid the haughty 


A abella, I hope you don't mean to 
bl incommode yourſelf with this wench 


this warm evening. She looks as if 
walking would be more natural to 


her, as well as convenient to us, to 
which ſhe added, that ſhe hoped, the 


cottage-bred damſels of Bedfordſhire 
were not more delicate than thoſe i in 
her nei ighbourhood, where ſhe never 


E 3 Was 
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was ſo abſurd as to think a chariot | F 


neceſſary for their conveyance.” 


Miſs Caroline's good nature was 
greatly ſhocked at this unexpected 
ſpeech, and poor Suſan ſtood petri- i 
fied with mortification and amaze- ll 
ment. Recovering herſelf, how- Ml 


ever, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would wth it | 
with her miſtreſs's permiſſion, and | 


hoped ſhe ſhould reach home before 
dark, © Ay, ay, do, my good 
girl, returned the imperious Ara- 


bella, do exert your utmoſt ability M 


upon this occaſion, leſt if night 


ſhould overtake you, you ſhould be 


terrifted with thieves or ſpectres.“ 
Then turning to the coachman, 
% Drive on, FJobn, ſaid ſhe, we 
ſhall be late ourſelves, and, per- 
haps, in as much danger as Miſs 


Ref ſe 
wa Mi 
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W Miſs Banſton was ſo nettled at 


; this rude treatment, that ſhe ventur- 
Ed to contradict her orders, and, 
Eddreſſing the dejected girl with the 


Emoſt friendly affability, bid her 


continue with her mother till the 
5 orning, and then come over both 
together, as ſhe knew, her Mamma 
ould be glad to ſee her mother as 
6 Pell as her. She then wiſhed them 


Ia good night, and bid the ſervant 


i Iarive home. 


J am ſurpriſed, Miſs W 


ſaid the proud girl, as they were re- 
turning home, to find you ſo mean- 
WS ſpirited, as to put ſuch a home-bred 
low creature upon a footing with 
S yourſelf, Pray, may I be permit- 
ted to aſk, of how long continuance 
WT this unſuitable acquaintance has 


been?“ . Madam, replyed Miſs 


E 4 Caroline, 
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Caroline, Suſan had too much hu- il 
mility to make an improper uſe of 
my favour; nor can I conſider my 
r to her as a reflection upon 


my taſte or ſpirit. Never was a 


worthier heart poſſeſſed by any one, iſ 
nor do I know a perſon whoſe con- 
verſation is ſo grateful to me as 


her's.” Obliging Miſs Banſton, 


returned Miſs Arabella with a ſneer, 
and can ſhe really converſe ? It muſt 
be then in humble ſtrains, - I ſup- 
poſe, indeed, ſhe can inform you 
when neighbour ſuch-a-one's cow 
calved, or, perhaps, what the good 


parſon's text was, Well, fincerely, 
then you ſhall not chooſe com pa- 
nions for me.“ 
Miſs Caroline was reſtra ined from | 


replying as ſhe wiſhed, by the fear 


of incurring her father s diſpleaſure, 
if 
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= hc offended this lady. She, 
erefore, remained filent the re- 


ainder of their little journey, and 
iſs Arabella amuſed herſelf with 


umming over a _—' of Jolly 
Woily tunes. | 

When they reached home, Ms. | 
anſion expreſſed great concern, 
at they had not brought Szuſan 
Wong with them, and Matter 
rs enquired with a tender ſol- 
Naeitude, if ſhe was well? © In- 
cd, ſaid Arabella, your difap- 
ointment is owing to me. Mis 
Taroline would have ſtuffed the crea- 
jure in between us, but JI took the 
Pberty to oppoſe it, to prevent my 
deing ſtifled, and from the ſuppo- 
ion, that it was quite as proper for 
he gurl. to have an exerciſe, . ſhe 
nuſt be rather more accuſtomed to 


E 5 than 
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than a chariot ; but walking wal 


deemed unfit for her, I think, ani 
therefore your eyes will not bl 
bleſſed with her divine preſene 


| (looking ſpitefully at him, and call 
ing him ar lover)” n to · moi 
row morning.“ 


Vim. Rates laughed at Mil 
Arabella's wit, as ſhe conceived iff 


to be, and acknowled ged Rerſelf df 4 : 


e fame opinion; for this woman 

attachments were light as air, al 
her mind ſuſceptible of every nei 
orill- natured impreſſion. This bef 
-haviour of Mrs. Banton won Miif 


Bentley s heart, and ſhe was pa 
ticularly gay and 1 the who 


evening. 
Miſs and her brother were equi. 


ly diffatished with this unfavourable 
turn in their mother's diſpofition to- 
wards 
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ds an innocent girl, who had 
yer before the haughty Miſs Bent- 


9 „ s cruel ridicule been moſt deſer- 


Wvcdly eſteemed by her. The young 
gentleman entreated his fiſter would 


favour him with a quarter of an 


Hour's converſation after the family's 
Wrctirement, which requeſt ſhe moſt. 
willingly complyed with. On their 
being alone, What an unfortu- 
nate circumſtance; ſaid the afflicted 
youth, is the continuance here of 
this wicked and proud Arabella ! 
What an unhappy change, my Ca- 
oline, will the dear girl find on her 
return, to be fubject to this crea- 
ture's cruel inſolence, in which you 
ſee my mother is diſpoſed to encou- 
rage her! and neither you nor I 

ſhall be permitted to ſhdw her the 
leaſt countenance or kindneſs, I 


E 6 ſhall 
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ſhall never bear to be a witneſs of 
ſuch injuſtice and barbarity.“ 


1 am no leſs concerned, my i 


dear brother, than you are, return- 
ed Miſs Caroline, at this unexpected 
event, nor will: the ill- treatment of 


that worthy girl be leſs painful to me 


than yourſelf ; but I cannot perceive 


that the evil is to be avoided, and! 
think, therefore, we ought to ſub- i 
mit to it patiently, and endeavour 


to ſoften theſe diſagreeable things to 
the poor ſufferer as much as we can 


an private.“ 

Siſter, ſiſter, ſaid this youth, 

your philoſophy and refignation are | 

_ owing toyour heart s being exempt- | 

ed from the feelings with which 
mine is tortured ; nor will I here- 


after (let the conſequence be ever fo 


fatal) flatter or deceive my ambitious 
father 
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father with the falſe expectation of 
my becoming a willing ſacrifice to 
his- unnatural will. I would ſuffer 
any calamity ſooner than unite my- 
ſelf to ſuch a horrid, depraved be- 
ing; nor ſhall I be able longer to 
ſhow her any kind of civility.” 

«© do entreat, brother, ſaid the 
young lady, that you will make uſe 


of your reaſon in this particular, and. 


leave the event to time. If you en- 
flame this cruel and revengeful girl, 
you know not to what lengths ſhe is 
capable of running ; and ſhould my 
father or mother have the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion of your attachment to this poor 
creature, conſider ſhe alone would 
be the ſufferer, in being driven like 
a criminal from our houſe, and, 


perhaps, expoſing her reputation to 


many malicious cenſures. Do but 
reflect, 


FP ² ˙ w ˙»Aͤ ⁰w-w w U w .y 
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reflect, how much ſuch a conſe« 
quence would affect you.” 

This laſt ſuggeſtion was unan- 
ſwerable, and too probable: a con- 
tingence not to be guarded againſt, 
He, therefore, ſubmitted to his ſiſ- 
ter's better Judgement, and deter- 
mined to bear this new affliftion 
with at leaſt the appearance of pa- 
tience. The evening' being far ad- 
vanced, they ſeparated; Miſs Caroline 
being not a little pleaſed with the 
victory ſhe had obtained over her 
brother's reſentment and haſty reſo- 
lutions, 

The | next morning dame Briſe 
and her lovely charge arrived at 
Mr. Banſton's before breakfaſt. The 
good woman was apprehenfive that 
her favourite would be expoſed to 
many mortifications from this haugh- 
13 2 ty 
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9 viſitor. She had, therefore, en- 
| deavoured to fortify her gentle mind, 
to ſuſtain every ſuch ſhock with 


meekneſs and humility, as the moſt 
SY cffcctual method of defeating her 


. BS malice, and the only means of her 
niſing ſuperiour to the diſadvantages 
wis cruel girl would bring. her un- 
der. 4 

- BS = So, Suſan, ſaid Mrs. Banſton, 
e | on her entering the parlour, I am 
informed, you were fullen laſt 
rd ʒ night, becauſe you were not per- 
- WH mitted to incommode Miſs Bentley. 


I little expected ſuch an air from 


0 you, who uſed to be ſo humble; 
˖ but I find, indulgences are to be 
> BS cſtabliſhed into cuſtoms, and if not 
t always continued, the object of 
> WH them can conceive herſelf injured.” 
Tears were the only anſwer this in- 


71 nocent 
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nocent creature was able to make to 
this ſevere and undeſerved rebuke. 
© Nay, child, added the humane 
lady, let me ſee no proud tears, but 
behave better for the future. You 
muſt expect to be remind ed of your 
duty, whenever you are deficient in 
it. Come, go to your work, and 
let me hear no more of you.“ 

The poor creature's heart was 
ready to burſt with affliction at this 
unmerited behaviour of her patron- 
eſs, whoſe ſmiles ſhe had ever en- 
joyed before, and ('till this period) 
her uninterrupted approbation: to be 
ſunk into ſuch diſgrace, unconſcious 
as the was of the commiſſion of 
any errour or default, was to her 
young and - inexperienced - mind a 
moſt trying circumſtance. She as 
yet was but a novice to the * 
| an 


and unkindneſs of the rich; nor did 
ſhe imagine that they conceived 
themſelyes licenced to treat their in- 
feriours with occaſional contempt 
and diſregard, (without being ac- 
countable for their actions) merely 
from their ſuperiour pofleſſions ; 
that the wind was not more uncer- 
tain than their favour; that they 
were out of the reach of expoſtula- 
tion, and deaf to conviction; that 


from their determinations there was 


no appeal, however ' diſgracefully 
or unjuſtly they might diſcard their 
favourites; and that the world was 


prepared to acquit the mighty and 
condemn the weak, even without 


a hearing; that in the fingle epithet 
of rich was comprehended all merit, 
beauty, grace, and that conſequent- 
ly the horrid ſound of poyerty con- 

veyed 
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veyed ſentiments diametrically op- 


polite. 
Dame Briſco perceived that Mrs, 


Banſton' s countenance was not alto- | 
gether ſo favourable unto her, a; Ml 


formerly ; but pride and reſentment 


being ſtrangers to her honeſt hum- 


ble banal, ſhe patiently looked fox. 
ward to ſome future period of re- 
turning kindneſs, and very confide- 


rately and opportunely (to ſave Mi. 
Banſton the trouble of bidding her) | 
offered to breakfaſt with the ſer- | 


vants; in which meeting with no 


oppoſition, Suſan and ſhe went 
down to the kitchen together, 


The reſt of the family aſſembling, 
the good girl was enquired for, and 
Miſs Banſion and her brother heard 
with aſtoniſhment of her undue hu- 
miliation, * Dear Mamma, faid 


Miſs 
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| Miſs Caroline, (preſuming upon her 
wonted influence) is this new order 
neceflary ? I dare believe, Miſs 
Bentley has ſo much good nature, 
Jas to have excuſed your not paying 
her a compliment that cauſes ſo great 
Jan alteration in our domeſtick cuſ- 


toms.” Child, returned the in- 
ſenſible lady, do you think, the 


girl will either work or live the 


worſe, if our ridiculous kindneſs is 
in ſome meaſure abated ? I warrant 


you, the company of my ſervants 


will do her no harm, nor was ſhe 
born to better expectations than the 
meaneſt of them; beſides I think, 


ſhe deſerves ſome puniſhment for 


her rudenefs laſt night.“ 


* What is all this? What is all 
this? interrogated Mr. Banfon, 


(haſtily ſetting down his cup and 


ſaucer) 
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ſaucer) pray, let me be made a0. g 
quainted with the merits: of thi 
cauſe, and I will ſoon give an im. 
partial and (looking at Miſs Bently 


with a ſmile of complaiſance) a ſatis 
factory verdict.” 


MNliſs Arabella ſaid, ſhe bad un. 
fortunately given Miſs and young ne 
Mr. Banton umbrage for only pre- 
ſuming to oppoſe the little plain 80 
worker's being brought over laſt 
night in the chariot with her. She yo 
added, that ſhe muſt confeſs, ſhe 
was not aware of the conſequence Wil -. 
of her preſumption, which had re- 
ally been fo fatal as to offend her 
young friends, and expoſe her toi h. 
the reſentment of the little cottager. 
« How, ſaid Mr. Banſton, his features Wl ., 
ſwelling with rage and choler, have Wi 1 
you two dared to eſpouſe a pert 

| girls 


o © 


t 
8 
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girls cauſe, in oppoſition to the ſen- 


iments of this young lady? Do you 
imagine, that ſhe has been accuſ- 


tomed to ſuch mean companions, 


and truely, when ſhe condeſcends to 


make you ſenſible of the impropriety | 


of your behaviour, you muſt affront 
her for that little inſinuating flut, 
who ſhall out of my houſe directly: ? 


80 ſhall you too, looking ſternly at 
each of his children, if I ever hear, 
you are guilty of ſuch a breach of 


good manners gain.“ Dear Sir, 


ſaid Miſs . do not let me 
occaſion ſuch a buſtle, or deprive 
this little mortal of the happineſs ſhe 
has been accuſtomed to enjoy. It is 
certainly better, my Papa ſhould be 


acquainted with my defire to return 


lan as I ſhall, undoubtedly, be 


con- 
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conſidered hereafter as the ſower f 
diſcord in your family, if I ſhoull 


continue. This ſpeech had the de 
fired effect, by adding fuel to the n 


tural fire of Mr. Ban/ton's diſpoſition, 
and it was with much difficulty he 


reſtrained himſelf from giving hi 


fon and daughter the moſt palpabl, 


proofs of his high diſpleaſure. They 


were commanded, however, to 
their reſpective apartments, and for- 
bid to appear again, till they ſhould 
be ſent for to beg Miſs Bentley's par. 


don. The good Game was then 


ordered into the parlour, and heard 
abundance of heavy charges againſt 
the innocent Suſan, Tuch as ingrati- 
tude, pride and inſolence, and was 
told, that ſhe ſhould not continue 


any longer! in the family; ; but that, 
in confideration of the kindneſs they } 


bore 


, ain | of; 
. * a 
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pore her, ſhe ſhould ſtill be em- 
Iployed in working for them, only 
that ſhe herſelf muſt come, and take 
cheir directions, and deliver what- 


ever her daughter completed, it 
being determined, that the proud 
huſſy ſhould never more be admit- 


ted into their houſe. This ſevere 
ſentence was communicated with 
much reluctance by the good wo- 


man to the unfortunate girl, who re- 


ceived it with horrour and amaze- 
ment, and quitted this abode with an 
amoſt equal regret to that of our 


grand parents, when for ever baniſh- 
ed the bliſsful garden. 


Miſs Arabella exulted in theſe 


proofs of her power, and conſe- 


quently was too hardened to feel the 
leaſt pity or remorſe for the perſon 
whoſe deſtruction ſhe was ſo induſ- 
triouſly 


Aa. 
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triouſly accompliſhing ; nor. did ſhe 
even offer to obtain the leaſt mitiga- 
tion of the unjuſt puniſhment, deri. 
ved by her means on this injured 
creature, who departed with her 


mother in a few moments, labouring 4 


under a depreſſure of heart much 
more eaſy to be conceived than de- 
ſcribed. The honeſt woman endes. 
voured to ſooth her dejected com. 
panion with aſſurances of her con- 
ſtant attachment to her, and that ſhe 
was well convinced of her blameleſ 


conduct. She obſerved, © that when | 


people hadi a clear conſcience, they 
had every thing, and that ſhe muſt 
not be caſt down by the changeable- 
neſs of gentlefolks humour ; for that 
it was uſual for them, to Ike one day 
and diſlike the next, without know- 
ing why — did either. She add- 


ed, 


hi 
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ded, that their friendſhip for that 
proud Miſs was too, hot to hold 
long, and that the, perhaps, would 


be reſtored. to faygur, when ſhe 
leaſt EX xpetted'i it, by their all falling 


1 


to pieces ſoon ; that Miſs and Maſ- 


S +* *7 


I creatures, and _ have i it in a their 


S £19 


power ' ſome time or other, to do ag 
they pleaſed ; that there was no 
want of money, which muſt be 
theirs, when the old gentlefolks 
could keep it no longer, and no- 
body could tell, what might hap- 
pen, if people would have but pa- 


tience, 


Thus chear'd me this poor girl, and ſhe 
Was chear d. 


# 4 


Her imagination caught a ray of 
hope from that inſinuation of her 


. i fi 5 dame's, 
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dame's, that time, by evincing the 


h irreprochableneſs of her behaviour, | 


might obtain a re-eſtabliſhment for 
her. She, therefore, wiped away 
a few tender tokens of concern 
which involuntarily ſtole down her 
cheeks, and not only with patient 
ſubmiſſion, but even a kind of me- 
lancholy ſatisfaction, accompanied 
this maternal friend to her homely 
cot. 

Miſs g = uy and her brother 


were ignorant for ſome time of theſe M 
proceedings, not being permitted to 


make their appearance that day, 2 

- Miſs Arabella vouchſafed not to 
make the leaſt interceſſion for them, 
or graciouſly to offer them her par- 


don. 


The father, indeed, was piqued £ 


in his heart at her indifference, but 


Was 


K w- 
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was more incenſed againſt his ſon, 
as it Was beyond a doubt with him, 
that if the young man had properly 
improved the many opportunities he 


had had of recommending himſelf 


to this lady's favour, ſhe never 
would have ſhown, ſuch reſentment 
and neglect of him. ; 
Miſs Caroline being 2 general fa- 
yourite with the ſervants, and Miſs 


| Arabella quite the reverſe, though 
in the particular of reducing Suſan 


to their levels, they were far from 
diſapptoving of her conduct, yet 


as ſhe often occaſioned them a good 


deal of uncaſineſs, they took the 
liberty ſometimes of ſaying to their 
miſtreſs on her making her uſual 
morning - viſits into the kitchen, that 
\Miſs Bentley, not Mr. Banſtan com- 
manded in that houſe, adding, the 


by 2 Lord 
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Lord have mercy upon them, if 


ever they offended her; for if ſhe E 


had the power of confining their 
maſter's" ſon and daughter, they 


could have but little favour to expect. 


The good woman liſtened with 
great attention to this curious haran- 


gue, and did not entirely diſſent 


from their opinion. To be ſure, 
The ſaid, it was very wrong of Caro- 


Line to attempt to ſqueeze a lady for 


ſuch a trumpery girl as Suſan; but 
that ſhe thought, there was no ne- 
ceſſity for all that violent buſtle Mr; 


Banton had made, but he was all 
fire and tow, and ſoon Wr in a 


blaze.“ 
„ Smppoſe, Madam, ſaid a fly 


wench, her cook, you were yourſelf 


to offend this fine lady, I wonder 


how Maſter would behave then; 
you 


f | 
e 
ri 
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you muſt beg her pardon too, with- 
out doubt.” 

© No no, Mary, returned the 
Miſtreſs, with ſome warmth, and 
the blood, as it were, ominouſly 
mounting into her cheeks, I never 
ſhould do that, I afſure you; nay, 
what is more, between you and I, 
though ſhe is very comical, and can 
be good company, when ſhe 
pleaſes, yet I wiſh with all my heart 
ſhe had trooped with her relations, 
that we might have had' none of 
theſe difturbances.” 


By this time the beautiful rant 
had deſcended from her apartment, 


and not finding Mrs. Banſton in the 
parlour, had the humility to deſcend 
into the lower regions, there to 
ſearch for her. Lord, Madam, 
ſaid ſhe on entering the kitchen, 

33 one 


*. 
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one is always fure to find you here, 
I cannot conceive, how a woman of 
your fortune can take any amuſe- 
ment in ſuch a place as this,” 44 5 
ing tound her with an air of con- 
tempt.) We are not all, Miſs, re- 
turned Mrs. Banſton very coldly, of 
one mind, any more than we have 


all one face. I like it, or T ſhould 
not do it. We have every one our 


particularities in l and 
this you ſee is mine.“ Your 


hobby-horſe then, Viadam; ſaid 
Miſs Arabella with mvch pertneſs, 
is a very wretched one.” 1 don't 
know, what you mean, Miſs, re- 
plyed Mrs. Banſton, nettled ſhe knew 

not why; but 1 muſt be free, 
though I chooſe to come into my 
kitchen myſelf, I do not love to ſee 
company there, and am coming vp 


. | if 
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into the parlour as ſoon as the tea- 
kettle boils. ” Mit Arabella laugh- 
ed, but made no reply, and took 
herſelf up ſtairs directly, where ſhe | 
had the ſatisfaction to find Mr. Ban- 
Jen. e belieye, ſaid ſhe Sir, I have 
committed treaſon againſt the little 
empreſs. of, theſe territories.” She 
then related the converſation ſhe 
had had with his wife, and the 
good gentleman joined in her mirth 
outwardly, but inwardly was not a 
little vexed at her himſelf. The 
lady mother ſoon emerged from 
her belaved retreat, followed by the 
foot-boy; with a large tea-board full 
of tea»equipage, and on his ſetting 
it down, © Tell your young maſter 
and miſtreſs, ſaid ſhe, to come to 
breakfaſt.” | Mr. Ban/ton rubbed 


+ his face, while Miſs Arabella ſneer- 


: F 4 ingly 
( | 
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ingly ſmiled, and the little gentle. ti 


woman, toſſing her head with no fo 
imall meaning, took her chair in Wi he 
liknce* + OR, th 


Miſs Caroline came down with 
trembling ſteps, expecting a rough th 


ſalutation, but was agreeably ſur- ye 
priſed on opening the parlour-door, 14 
to hear her mother in a friendly p. 
accent accoſt her with Come, m 
child, come, we are quite ready i 1 
for you; where is your brother ?” th 


Miſs Caroline curteſied to Miſs Ara - th 
tella who juſt vouchfafed her a tr 
havghty nod, and her Papa took no ui 
other notice of her than moving his 


chair, to make room for her, which d 
with him was far from being an un- on 
favourable ſymptom. Mrs. Ban- ec 
en quite impatient. to complete * 
whatſhe had begun, aſked a ſecond: 

. time 


g 
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time, Where is Charles ?” but be- 
fore any reply could be made her, 
he appeared with a diſcompoſed, 
though not very meek aſpect. 

„% Why, - Charles, - faid his mo- 


ther, you look: this morning, as if 


you had. neither won nor loſt.” 


« ] am not, Madam, indeed, re- 


plyed the young gentleman, by any 
means a winner; how great a loſer 
I may be, I cannot tell.“ The fa- 
ther frowned, the mother laughed, 
the viſitor bridled, Miſs Caroline 
trembled, and the youth * was 
unaffected and unmoved. 

Mr. Leteroft arriving, before this 
dull breakfaſt was half over, he was 


ordered into the parlour, and invit- 


ed to a participation of their repaſt, 
which he declined with much' af- 
On ge 510 fecta- 
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| fectation and foppiſh parade. Mis 


Arubella's countenance was no longer 


overſpread with the gloom of dif. 


pleaſure, ' but ſeemed enſightenel 
with peculiar charms and graces 
The object before her appeared in 
her eyes a worthy conqueſt, and as 
he gave evident proofs of great elo- 
cution, ſhe fancyed the ſhould find 
hima very different lover to that her 


father had choſe for her. Thie young | 


fellow was, indeed, vain, incon- 
ſiderate and enterpriſing, and had 


long Hattered himſelf, that his fine | 
perſon and addreſs would infallibly i 


recommend him to ſome woman of 
fortune. - Such a coxcomb,- there- 
tore, could not fail of interpreting 
the kind glances of Miſs Arabell 
into marks of approbation; nor u 
hi vanity at all miſtaken on the oc- 
caſion. 


* 
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caſion. He read his happy deſtiny | 


in her eyes, and promiſed himſelf, 
he ſhould reap no ſmall advantage 
from this lady's favour, could be but 
gain admittance to her. Miſs played 
off her artillery againſt him a thou- 
ſand ways, and the young man 
took his leave with a ſcheming head 
and heart, ſecretly promiſing him- 


ſelf not to be long before he emed 


his viſit. 


Miſs Banſton Fo long the fate- | 


of het unhappy favourite, which 
ſhe communicated to her brother, 
and they condoled each other upon 
it. The young lady's. humanity, 
however, ſuggeſted to her, that, 
though ſhe had not the power to re- 
peal the worthy, girls baniſhment, 
the had the means of ſoſtening it, 
by giving her ſome re- aſſurance of 
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her unabated friendſhip: This 
thought ſhe likewiſe imparted to 
Mr. Charles, who applauded: her 
kind reſolution, and would gladly 
have followed her example. 
Acquaint her; ſaid he, wi 
ſiſter, with the continuance of my 
beſt wiſhes ; and were you to add, 
ſaid he fighing, that it is neither in 
the power of time, accident or cir- 
cumſtance, to eraſe the tender im- 
preflion her amiable perſon and 
mind has made upon my heart, 
you's would'but do me juſtice “ 
Nis Banſton then caſt about for 2 
ſafe'*conveyance for this pledge of 
her friendſhip, as ſhe was ſenfible, 
if ſhe was detected in a clandeſtine 


correſpondence with the diſgraced 
maid; the ſhould be confi And 28 
| ish culpable. It occurred to her, 

4 ) 2 that, 
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that, as ſhe was perfectly reſtored 
to hor Mamma's favour, ſhe, ſhould: 
not be long before ſhe had an op- 
portunity of encloſing a letter in the 
work prepared for the poor crea- 
ture. She, therefore, determined 
to provide an epiſtle, and truſt to, 
chance for the reſt, and accordingly 
ſhe. wrote ihe f few. following lines. 


F Hope, 1 20; ee girl will keep 
50 up her ſpirits, notwithſtand- 
* ing the recent mortification and 
« ill- treatment ſhe has met with, as 
the conſciouſneſs | of _well-going 
© and well- -meriting | is a ſuppont out 
6 of the reach of pride, il nature 
© Or cruelty. How much your ab- 
q ſenge i is regretted by me, your 
* own feelings can beſt inform you, 
© as. 1 belieye, the interruption of 


's our 
, 4 


7 


hs. 
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© our friendly and affeQionate con- 
© nexion will affect you more than 
any other circumſtance or confi. 
© deration;- but confider, that, as 
© events are fo uncertain, an agree- 


ahle turn may ſutceed to our pre- 


ſent difagreeable one, and that 
our enjoyment of each others 
company may receive an augmen- 
tation from this little ſeparation. 
c I "muſt confels, that I was igno- 
« rant of the firength of my attach 
G ment to you untill this unexpeRted 
c accident; nor were your merit 
7 © and; amiable qualifications ſe ſo juſtly 


« eſtimated by me, as I now find 
J they ought to have been. Then, 


| « for my fake, my 1 valuable girl, 1 


y* $4 4s 2, 5 » 


c conjure you to take care of 1 our- 


ict nian 


©. ſelf 1 in every. keſpect, aud let us, 


Ain 


c by a patient Tubraifton to my pa- 
rents 


* 
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rents -preſent will, defeat the little 


malice of the cruel author of it. 
My brother defires me to affure 


you of his eſteem and fincere 
wiſhes for a reſtoration to that 


countenance, favour and happi- 


neſs you deſervedly enjoyed a- 
mongſt us; to which I, with an 


unfeigned and heart - felt ſincerity, 
add mine. My mother is become 


as kind to me as uſual, and dare 
engage, that you may venture, 


without: any hazard of detection, 


to encloſe me an account of your 
preſent fituation, only cabtioning 


my dame to deliver the bundle 


into my hands. Give me the ſa- 
tisfactory aſſurance, that you will 
comply with the united requeſt of 


< Charles and myſelf, to live in pa- 


© tient 


* 
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tient nien of better days, 


© and rely upon our unabated and | 


| < unalterable friendſhip. I am, 
* ** dear , 
- Your's affectionately, 8. 


Suſan was moſt agrenably ſurpri- 
fed by. this token of her young lady's 


eſteem, of which. ſhe had not the 
leaſt. expectation. It contributed 
not a little to the alleviation of her 
concern, and, the mention of young 


& Mr. Banſton 8 good wiſhes | was to 


her moſt falutary and reviving, 
1 ſhould be highly blameable, 


- faid ſhe, after having peruſed the 
pleafing contents, as well as ungrate- 
ful, if I were not to comply with 
my dear young miſtreſs's kind, 1n- 
junction. My heart is, indeed, 


_ art- 


c. 1 


* 
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Y irtleſs and inexperienced, but per- 


we f<ctly ſoſceptible of gratitude, friend- 


ſhip and affection, and though T 
am ignorant of thofe had practices 


Jof the world, deceit and injuſtice, 
Vet I am truely ſenfible of the worth 
of their oppoſite virtues.” 1 will, 

therefore, give my young lady a 
faithful: account of the ſatisfaction I 


have received from her condeſcen- 


ſion and goodneſs, and that her 
commands ſhall be punctually obey- | 


ed; But that I will continue to 
cheriſh a humble hope of being re- 


ftored to happineſs and her,' Yet, 


alas! ſaid ſhe, from a gentle” emo- 
tion ſhe then felt in her boſom, in 
what manner can I expreſs my ack- 
nowledgements for my young maſ- 
ter's kindneſs, without either being 
too cold or too warm in my expreſ- 

* ſions? 
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fions ? Were I upon this occaſion to 


follow the ingenuous dictates of my 
heart, I could with pleaſure fill 


whole ſheets with his praiſes ; but i I 
muſt not be.” After ſome, heſit · 
tion, ſhe provided herſelf with pro- 
per implements for returning her 


humble thanks to her young lady, 
whom ſhe: ets in N n 


=o 
wt "4 a 


* 
n 7 
122 N « 


 Hoared Madan, t n. 
Am /iocapable of expreſling 
the grateful and happy iſenti- 

8 po 09 with which your conde- 


ſcending letter bas, inſpired me. 


© It was all- I could either wiſl or 


want, to reconcile me to a fate 
(however ſevere in itſelf or un- 


juſtly incurred) at this juncture 


8 © Inevitable, : Relieve me, my good 


— 


10 * Madam, 
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Madam, that, as it was ever my 
delight to obey your kind com- 


© mands in my happieſt days, I ſhall 
with no leſs willingneſs, in my 
* fallen tate, adopt them as my 


| © rule of action. My good dame's | 


© redoubled tenderneſs, and the in- 
* junQions with which you have 


* honoured me, will entirely diſpel 


* every mortifying reflection from 
* my heart, and, in exchange, fur- 
. niſh me with happy expectations. 
J am extremely glad to hear that. 
your Mamma's wrath is appeaſed 
, towards you ; and when once I 
can receive the agreeable infor- 
mation of my being no longer the 
innocent interrupter of your fami- 
* ly-peace, I ſhall fit down quite 
* fatisfied. My humble acknow- 
* kedgements attend my young maſ- 

* 
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mit me to ln you, that you iſ 


© ſhall never have reaſon: to repent 
£ your condeſcenſion and goodneſ 
* to a poor deſtitute and obſcure 
© creature, if continual gratitude, 


and faithful devotion to your ſer- 
vice, can compenſate the honour 
* and happineſs you have confer. | 


< red upon. 
1 


Your dutifol and reſpecifil 


ſervant, 


8. B. 


This letter was conveyed in the 
method appointed to the hands of 
Miſs Banften, who was greatly 
pleaſed with her friend's refignation, 


and imparted the contents to her 


brother for his ſatisfaction. 


Whilt 


= 


** 
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Whilſt this innocent correſpon- 


dence was carried on by Miſs Caro- 


line and her beloved Suſan, another 
correſpondence of a very different 


nature was commenced by the 
haughty and indiſcreet Miſs Bentley: 
Mr. Leteroft, in conformity to his 
reſolutions already mentioned, had 


repeated his viſits at Mr. Banſtor son 


various pretenſes, untill he believed 


he had received ſufficient encou- 
ragement from Arabella to begin an 
epiſtolary attack, and having conſult- 
ed a variety of authors for a ſuitable 
addreſs, he immed tbe cream of 
them all, and, being ſupported by 
an inconceivable ſhare of vanity 
and ſelf-ſufficiency, with much in- 
ward approbation committed his 
exalted ſentiments to paper, as fol- 
lows : 85 


in Crt. 


% * 
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"10% Moſt adorable Lady, 


* tune, as I moſt ſenſſbly feel m 


: ſelf io be, may be indulged with 


< your gracious and condeſcending 


« permiſſion for thuspreſumptuouſly W 
+ addreffing you, I ſhall have at- 
© tained the ſummit of my ambitiou || 
$ wiſhes. Impute my inability, to 
5 ſpeak. you what you are, to the 


* ſuperabundance of my.admiration, 


though utterly as unable to have 


* ſupprefied the audacious confeſ- 
ſion of my being moſt irrefiſtibly 
© captivated by your reſplendent 
* charms. | Should theſe few con- 
< temptible and inſufficient lines 
have the ſuperlative good fortune 
© to meet with fayour in your auſ- 
« picious 


2 F a wretch of ſuch inferiority * 
1 to your tranſcendent mer 
and ſuperlative advantages of for. i 
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picious eyes, I ſhould be the hap- 
ty WW * picſt-of mortals. For my circum- 
t * ſtances, though contracted and 
7 BY * deſpicable, I am confident, they 
„never will, by a lady of your un- 
th © limited generoſity, be imputed to 
Ns i © me as a crime; fince it is a misfor- 
tune commonly incidental to men 
t of merit. My birth, I will be 
bold to ſay, is unexceptionable, 
to and were you capable of beſtow- 
ing the minuteſt favour upon me, 
„your humble ſlave, my deepeft 
e gratitude, fublimeſt' regard. and 
|- gl © profoundeſt ſubmiffion' ſhould be 
dee offering, to be always preſent- 
W * cd at the ſhrine of your beauty. 
- WH < am with the molt extatick wi 
* WF © tion, Madam, | 
e Your unchangeable FIG . 
= | Sam. Letcroft. 
« WW This 
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This extraordinary . billet was de 
livered to the young lady, by 
countryman properly. inſtructed, in i 

one of her morning rambles; fo 

ſhe had affected ſolitode and private if 

walks, from the time her heart fir 

received this... notable: impreſſion. 

The contents were: highly grateful Wl at 

to her vanity, and ſhe convinced Wl ag; 

the authour by. the Kindeſt looks a I 

their next interview at Mr, Bar. 8 ior 

tens, that he had perfectly ſuccecded i m: 

I in his attem Pt. to obtain her favour, = 
| Many, epiſtles of a fimilar ftil: WM ha 
= and nature with the preceeding one a 
were conveyed, to this fair one in Wl fu 

the heroick manner above-mention- Ml tl: 

ed; but as the f pecimen we have [ 

already inſerted, will give our rea- 

dets a ſufficient idea of them, we ſhall 


not trouble them with any more. 
1 Let 
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Let it ſuffice to tay, that Miſs Ara- 
8 bella was ſo far won by this Quixot' 7 


9 adoration, that this correſpondence 
W was ſoon productive of an aſſigna- 


| tion, that aſſignation of others, and 
| thoſe again of vows, oaths, and all 


the atteſtations of love, which were 


; 

i 

k | 
ik length improved 3 into an abſolute 
agreement of uniting their fates. 
t W This reſolution being taken, it was 
„oon after accompliſhed, in the 


manner that ſhall be unfolded, 
. Miss Arabella and her happy ſwain 
e having both paſſed the period en- 

added by the legiſlature for rendering 
ſuch tranſactions valid, it was agreed 
frat a ff pecial licence ſhould be pro- 
cored, which done, the day was . 
fixed, and the ſclietne baping been 
previoully concerted betive og 
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the courageous lady punctually at- 


tended the irrefiſtible Mr. Letcroft 


to the pariſh-church, where the 


ceremony v was performed by a young 
divine, (Who had obtained leave 


from the rector to marry a friend of 


his there, without revealing their 
names,) for which excellent ſervice 
he obtained a handſome gratuity. 
The ceremony over, the happy pair 


ſ pent : a ſhort tune after together at a 


farm-houſe and then returned to 


1 i 


Mr. Bau. bn's with as hardened 3 


e as if Nan had hap- 


Ee, the other 8 Arabella. 


They ſeverally contained an ac- 


4 8 : 3 * count of her brother's death, 


Which ſhe ſeemed far from X. 
ſhocked, 
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ſhocked, as ſhe ſaid, no other 
could be expected from the drunk- 


| life he led.” 


Mr. Banſton continued very 
thoughtfull the reſt of the day, oc- 
Rf cafioned by this lady's additional 
fortune, and. her father's enquiries, 
S whether the young | folks were not 
| impatient to change their conditions. 


Some company he had engaged to 


ſpend the afternoon with him, de- 


livered his ſon from an immediate 
| ſevere perſecution and, perhaps, total 
© r<probation of his father; and the 
W ſucceeding letter of Suſan's to Miſs 
Banſton prepared him to ward every 


bad conſequence, when he was at- 
W tacked. 
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" Honoured Madam, 
T think myfelf bound to inform 
7 you, that Miſs Bentley was this 
< motning married to Mr. Letcreft 
© atbur/pariſh-church. You know, 
the clerk is a relation of my mo- 
* ther's, to whom he communicated 
the news in confidence, (being 
« bribed to ſecrecy by a fee of a 
couple of *guineas,) and ſhe per- 
© mitted'me'to make you acquainted 
r 
© I muſt acknowledge, I am far 
© from being concerned at this 
event, as I am tempted to flatter 
* myſelf, it will make an opening 
for me with your Mamma: yet ! 
* ſhould be incapable of this ſelfiſh 
joy, did I apprehend that the la- 
© 'dy's unfuitable choice would be 
eee of any nen conſe- 


* quence 


FaulIV : PicTUREs. 125 


gquence to her; but as I believe 
Mr. Letcrof7 to be both an honeſt 
and (notwithſtanding his vanity 
HS and -felf-love) à good; -natured - 

© man, and her relations fondneſs 

for her ſo extenſive, as not to ad- 

* mita doubt of her being forgiven, 

© I do again acknowledge, I rejoice 

at it, as ſhe will be removed 
thereby from a family, where her 

| ©. own diſpoſition excluded her 
rom the pleaſures ſhe might have 
enjoyed in the friendſhip.and con- 

l « yerſation, of my young . miſtreſs. 
As for the part ſhe acted with re- 
ſpect to me, I have not only for- 
given, but excuſe her for it, yours 
and proſperity having rendered 
©. her too vain to. be ſenfible of, ar 
* compaſſionate, with regard to miſ- 
* fortunes ſhe cannot feel. May 


© 4 & 


G 3 vou, 
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you, Madam, be exempt. from 
every blame and mortification on 
* this account, and it will greatly 
, contribute to. the happineſs aud 
© tranquillity of, 

Honoured Madam, 

Tour dutiful and humble. 

ſeryant, 


. 


Miſs Banſfon's joy. and aſtoniſh- 
ment on reading this . well-timed 
1 letter were equally great, and the i 
-impatiently fought an opportunity of i 
giving her brother a participation of I 
both. It was not long before ſhe 


ſucceeded, and the young gentle- 


man's exultation and ſatisfaction at 
this unexpected deliverance was in- 


| expreſſible. His ſiſter kindly cau- 


2 


tioned him from a too great ap- 
| F peat- 


y 
d 
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pearance of felicity, to. pre- 
vent all ſuſpicion, and this affec- 


tionate brother and fiſter enjoyed a 


repoſe that night to Which they had 


for ſome time been ſtrangers. | 


The next morning Mr. Charl:s 
Banſton received an early ſummons 


from his father to attend him, which 


he accordingly did without either 


fear or diſmay. As ſoon as he ap- 
peared before him, Never was 


man, aid the father, (percciving 


his approach) ſo unhappy as I am, 
to have ſo good” a Prolpect of ag- 


| grandifing my family in a moſt defir- 
able and Hattering degree, and to 


| be plagued with ſuch a dd un- 


. 1 4 - 


exalting! His voice) I have now ſent 


for you, to bring matters to a crifis ; 
| thetefore anſwer me without evafion 
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. 43 @ &® 
4 


or prevarication, are you willing to 
marry this lady, or have you pre. 
pared for your immediate decamp- 

ment ? for if you have the  preſump- 
tion-to be refractory. to my will, I re- 
nounce you for ever“ Bir, re- 
plyed the young gentleman with an 
honeſt diſſimulation, vou may re- 
member, 1 aflured you. « of my obe- 
diene to your pleaſure on your fisſ 
communication of f yourprof pect with 
ref pet to this lady. I Will now ven- 

ture to acknowledge, ] I then felt a 


reluctance to it; 111 time and reflec 


tion have remoye all | my objedtion, 
and I am teady.to receive Miſs. Rent- 
' tey's. s hand, whenever ſhe ſhall he 
diſpoſed. 1 to beſtow. it vpon me,“ 
"Mr. Banſſon J brow w WAS cumediately 
I ſmoothed, and his accent ſoftened. 
6 Wen, ſaid he, Charles,” this "be- 
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haviour of yours is highly agreeable 
to me, and you cannot wonder at 
my being offended at even the bare 
ſuſpicion of finding you averſe to 
ſuch an adyantageous connexion. J 


can now write to my friend with a 
good grace, and give you a reſpite 
of three months, before you aſſume 
the matrimonial | yoke, in which 
time, Ihope, the young lady's con- 
ſent will be obtained. Youmay go, 
therefore, Charles, added he with 
a look of approbation; I have a lit- 
tle buſineſs to tranſact, and have no- 
thing farther to wiſh or propoſe with 
refpe to you.” The father and 


ſon parted et this juncture with mu- 


tal ſatisfaction and ſeif-congratula- 
tions. Mr. Ban/ion was immedi- 
ately ſtruck with the many grateful 
denen of grandeur and wealth that 
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preſented themſelves to his view, 
and exulted not a little in the ſuc- 
ceſs of his ambitious ſchemes, On 
the other hand, the unaſpiring hean 
of the poor young gentleman felt 
the higheſt felicity in anticipating 
that long wifhed-for: event of the 
little cottager's return,  - Mifs Carc- 
line was no leſs happy on having 
the - particulars of her father's and 
brother's interview related to her. 

A month paſſed away, without 
one advance being made for poor 


Suſans return, when Miſs Caroline 


preſumed to mention her in favour- 
able terms to her mother, who, as 
ſhe had been offended without a 
cauſe, was now again as ſoon pleaſed 
without a reaſon, and ſaid; <* ſhe was 
willing to admit her again upon the 
very footing on which fhe had for- 
224 893 merly 
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merly deen; but they were ſoon 
convinced, that diſpleaſure did not- 
ſo lightly paſs out of the mind of 


Mr. Banfton, for no ſooner was her 


name mentioned to him, though 


with no immediate propoſition in 


her favour, than the furious gentle- 
man broke out into as violent invec- 
tives againſt her, as if ſhe had given 
him woche flagrant offence that very 


hong, 0! £31515 


'Thus were il the flattering es 
of Miſs and young Mr. Banflon to- 
tally defeated to the great concern 


and © unhappineſs of both. NIr. 


Charles ſank! into viſible dejection 


and deſpondence on being thus un- 
expectedly deprived of wo only ſup- 
port, and his affectionate ſiſter ſoon 
trembled, leſt the conſequence 


ſhould be fatal to his health, Such, a 
G 6 how- 
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however, was her tender We 
ration for Suſan's repoſe, that f 

avoided communicating” this Sinha 
py news to her. The young gen- 
tleman alfo forbore complaint, even 
to his ſiſter; but at laſt he came to a 
reſolution to conceal no longer ei- 
ther his ſentiments or uneafineſs from 
the dear girl herſelf, hoping to pre- 
vail upon her gentle heart to ack- 
nowledge a ſenfibility for him, that 
might hereafter be matured into 
love. This, he perſuaded himſelf, 
would be a perfect conſolation to 
him, and reconcile him to- her ab- 


ſence, beyond every other remedy. 
He ſoon, therefore, made the ex- 


periment, by enclofir ing in one of 


his fiſter's letters, which ſhe had 
entruſted him to ſeal, theſe few 
words. I 


« Suſan 
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„ — 9111 27 


US AN Briſco, if ſhe will 
85 impartially confider .her own 
Ht merits, cannot ſurpriſed at 
| c haying engaged t e utmoſt affec- 
= tion and friendſhip of Charles 
1 Banſin. This tender confeſſion 

he would not have fo long con- | 

| WH © cealed, but from the apprehen- 
= lion of excluding! himſelf from t that | 
s © unreſerved anfl'candid familiarity, 1 
to which, by his fiſtei's means, in —_ 
* their days of happineſs and peace, | 17 
be was admitted; but as now 1 
choſe bliſsful days are never more | 
to return, and, by the rigid ſever- We 
i *< ityof undiſtinguiſbing and vyjuſt 6 1 
„Judges, he is deprived of every op- 545 
< portunity « of converſing with her, . 

© he could no longer reſiſt the im- Ne 
« pulſes of his affection, which I 

* prompted him to take this —_— k 

* 0 WH. 
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© of folliciting a correſpondence 
with her, as innocent as that hi 
© fiſter enjoyed. Mr. Charles Bay. 
« flon, from a conviction of the pu- 
* rity of his beloved Suſan's heart, 
* would. not even wound her with 


« profeſſions of the honour and pro- 


* priety of his intentions towards her, 
. as he thinks it impoſſible for the 
© moſt depraved i imagination to ſug- 

« geſt a diſhonourable wiſh con- 
« cerning her. He Hopes, thers- 
0 fore, ſhe will not think it an in- 
decorum, unworthy of her, t 
| < permit him to have this innocent 
and happy intercourfe with her, 


* nor be averſe to diſcovering her 


9 
= * 


genuine ſentiments of a man inca- 
pable of making an improper uſe 


of the moſt fayourable acknow- 
ledge- 


ö 
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© kdgements that her gentle heart, 


froma compaſſionate confideration 


for the repoſe of a friend, can in- 
duce Wor to Toakes 7 71 

Sufat's: heat — a moſt 
unuſual perturbation on reading this 
jetter, which ſhe well knew. was 
the hand of her young maſter. A 
tumult of paſſions foon roſe in her 
ſoul. Love; honour, juſtice, grati- 
tude and decorum, all prevailing by 
turns, at length honour and grati- 


tude to her dear young mĩſtreſs be- 


came predomĩnant, and the deter- 
mined to encloſe this paper to her, 
and entreat her kindly to prevent 


every thing of the ſort for the fu- 
ture. 5 


Honoured 


436 FAMILY PICTURES. 


Honoured Madam, MB 
ERMIT me to, acquit my. 

I ſelf of a duty Which appeas Wl * 
« to me perfoAtly indiſpenßbie. 1 
© know too well your affectionate > 
attachment to my young. maſterto W * 
© apprehend any bad conſequence I 
from diſcovering to you what this 
* morning.occafigned.me,the,great- 
+ ft concern and uneaſineſs. Who 
could bave conceived, that Mr. 

. Charles Banſtan would have deſ- 
cended to any other cqnfideration 
for a being ſo pbſcure and mean, 
28 1 am, than that of Soodneſs 
and humanity ? I muſt, my dear 
_ * miſtreſs, (pardon the tender epi- 
* thet) entreat you to fave me from 
* every ſuch temptation, and aſſure 
* your brother, that I have a mind 
© ſupe- 
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© and Mamma dilpgſed 45 recall 
dec 
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ſuperiour to encouraging the ſon 
* of my bene factor to rebel, or bring 


* the young gentleman (whoſe, ap- 


28 


probation of t the little merit I poſ- 


* ſeſs, Was ever highly gratcful to 
5 me) into a diſagreeable and im- 


proper connexion. I can no 


1 (foreign to every former . EXPCC- 
* tatign), rejoice at,a continuance of 


g that. prohibition of my return, 
* which. has, hitherto. fat ſo heavy 


upon my wie and. Ido ſolemn- 


* ly declare, that were, your, Papa 


me to-morrow, 1. would. eclige 
* what I ſhould. but yesterday! have 


SIT a glad — and 
* heapfull y. rege the. ſatisfac- 
* tory enjoy mept.of your friend{hi p- 


* bo; preſerve your peace. Theſe . 


J ſentiments and. reſolutions are not 


* ſlightly, 
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Ne. flightly , „ but the reſult of reaſon 
8 and mature reflection, and 1 ma), 


«* perhaps, give you an early and 


convincing proof, th that I am equal 
to the moſt ſevere” injunction of i 


ſelf·denial, by flying from the 
place and friends J hold moſt 
dear. Do you, Madam, con- 
tinue to honour me with your 
friendſhip and approbation, and 
< prevail upon my young maſter to 
conſider me in a proper light, and 
© Tſhall ever retain a fatisfled mind, 
let my future condition in life be 
© whatſoever it may. 1 bit,” 5 
| Hottbured Madam ; 
with all duty and ſubmiſſion 
Four Stateful and oblig 
IR "ſervant, e 


U 
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Miſs Banſton was infinitely more 


ſurpriſed at her brother's proceed- 
ings than the amiable” Suſan's, for 
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of his heart, and. not-impart to her , 
his intentions previous to his declar- 


— wy. 
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nd 15 
val ſhe had ſo good an opinion of the 40 
of gi!l, as to believe her incapable of Mk 
e an ungenerous or deceitful action; | [ 
of but that her brother ſhould be un- 1 
on. willing to entruſt her with this ſecret | 1 
| | 5 

bs 
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bus. i. es 2 
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to ing himſelf to the obzect of his affec- 1 
ind tion, Was a great morti fication. The 1 
17 
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young . gentleman. ſurpriſed her in 
the midſt of theſe cogitations, and 1 
ſhe rebuked him in gentle terms for Ft 
his want of confidence in her, pre- f 
ſenting him at the ſame time with 
his own. teſtimony of love, and the 
good girl's honeſt and candid reſa- 
lutions. He run over Suſan's letter 
with impatience and concern, and 4 

then 1 
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then begged his liſter $. pardon for 
"Not making ber privy to his weak. i ter 
" neſs. Wers Alaſs! my Caroline, ſaid no 
he, I am undone! My. peace, my FT 
2 . happineſs turned upon this dear 
girl's favourable. ſentiments of me; 
but as I am to be ſacrificed to a falſe 
Point of henour and delicacy, it is 
n.] indifferent to me, what, be- 
comes of me. 1 did not, I could 
not mean to offer her my hand un- 
der, my. preſent circumſtances ; bu 
I wasdefirous of making the firſt and I 


impfeſſion upon her valuable 


only i 
"heart. I, would have, cantentedly 
"waited whole years for, her accep- 
ance of me, provided mig ght have 
h had tl the intermediate ſatisfaction of 
knowjng myſelf to be the object c of 


Her affeRions ; ; but w hat,am I pow 
Mis 
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r Miſs Caroline Ws 8 much in- 
- vreſted in her brother's happineſs, 


d not to offer her beſt aſſiſtance to 


y i conſole him. I am, Charles, 
ar aid ſhe; moſt fincerely c diſtreſſed 


pon your account. It may, per- 
ſe Wl haps, be encouraging you to a treſ- 


is Wl paſs of the filial duty and implicit 
x- Wl obedience we owe our parents ; but 
a 1 own, I have no conception of a 
n- Ml father and mother's being entitled to 
ut MW fuch a ſacrifice, as their childrens 
nd | felicity. Therefore, if you, my 
ble MW brother, could but reſolve never to 
ily WW marry the woman your father or 
ep- mother diſapprove, I think you fair- 
To ly abſolved from the obligation of 
of MW receiving her, whom they may 


of W chooſe; and as I have fo high an 
ow opinion of Suſan, as to think her 


I vorthy of you in every reſpect but 
iſs | fortune, 
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* 


fortune, 1 ſhould not diſapprove of 
your being upon the moſt friendly 
terms with her under Proper ref. 
trictions, and it will be any conſo- 
lation to you to obtain” a promiſe 
from her, never to think of any 
other perſon whilſt you live, and 
remain fingle unleſs with your con- 
ſent, and you do not think it rather 
uhgenerous to wiſh to lay her under 
ſuch a conſtraint, I will ſollicit that 
ſatisfaction for you.” This offer was 
moſt joyfully accepted by young 
Mr. Banſton, and it was mutvally 
agreed, that the important requeſt 
ſhould not be committed to paper; 
but that the ſiſter ſhould engage Su- 
ſan to a private interview, and then 

propoſe it to her. 
In about an hour after this confe- 
rence, were informed, that the 
2 good 


I their friend, who by her death was 


poor woman's diſorder was violent, 


permitted to go to her houſe, which 
was another afHiction to them. She 


their expence. Theſe helps availed 
be in danger from the firſt, and ac- 
to the inexpreſfible grief of the un- 


her death at once of her only friend 
and habitation. The old woman 


had got her relation, the pariſh- _ 
| clerk, 
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good old Mrs. Briſco was taken very 
ill, which alarmed them greatly for 
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Y likely to be expoſed to new misfor- - 
uunes and ſorrows, But though the 
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was daily attended, however, by 5 
their phyſician and apothecary, and 
ſupplyed with every neceſſary at 
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cordingly on the ninth day expired 


happy Suſan, who was deprived by 
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clerk, to ſcraw y out a Kind of will, by 


which the bequeathed" to the poor 
gitl all that the was worth. This i , 
all, after e every thing was ſold; (Mr. | f 
Banjton burying her at his expence) | h 
arnounted to eight 1 7 With f f. 
theſe determined to leave the coun- 
try where ſhe had experienced o ; 1 
many inquietudes, and conſulting | * 
the clerk on the beſt methods for | 
her proceeding, ſhe by his advice | 
reſolved to go up to London, and 4 
get a ſervice there in ſome honeſt 
private family, for ſhe found herſelf | - 
but ill affected to having any future 15 
connexions with the rich. The ill- A 
neſs and death of the old woman | | 5 


bad interrupted her correſpondence 1 
with Miſs Banton; but when ſhe I a 
was quite 0 for her; journey, 189 
and had eng &d for her paſſage 1 in h 
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2 waggon, ſhe wrote one laſt fare- 
well to her beloved miſtreſs, which 
the honeſt clerk undertook to deli- 


ver himſelf the very morning after 


her departure. This promis he 


faithfully performed. 


Miſs Banſton moſt fincerely la- 
mented her departure out of the 
country, and felt the moſt friendly 
apprehenſions for her ſafety. 80 


lovely and fo innocent a girl to be 


turned adrift, at the moſt critical pe- 
riod of life, into a wicked and de- 


f gning world, friendleſs and unpro- 
eected, was to her a terrifying confi- 


deration ; for notwithſtanding ſhe 


believed her integrity and virtue in- 


vincible by open attempts or . the 


ſtrongeſt temptations, yet ſhe trem- 


bled, leſt the ſame infamous and 


hardened wretch ſhould in reality 
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exiſt whoſe deſcriptions alone had 
filled her ſo often with horrour. For 
the lover he was outrageous and dif- 
conſolate hy turns, and as often inſti- 
gated by his affection to become 
| knight-errant, and ramble in queſt 
of her. But theſe romantick impul- 
ſes were reſtrained by his good 
ſenſe, and the affection of his ſiſter. 
_ Miſs. Arabella, on her return 
from a meeting with her huſband, 
brought home the news of the little 
cottager's having taken herſelf offt 
the premiſes; nor could ſhe forbear 
adding with a malignant ſmile, that I 
ſhe wondered what was her convey- | 
ance now. ** Poor girl, ſaid Mrs. 
Banſton, ſhe is much to be pityed, 
as in loſing dame Briſco ſhe has loſt 
every friend upon earth; for you 
know, Miſs Bentley, continued ſhe 

| with 
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with great gravity, it is not every 
one that chooſes to countenance a 


baſtard.” *© Lord, Madam, return- 


ed the affected Arabella, what is it 
you tell me ! Why, I thought the 
creature was at leaſt of honeſt pa- 
rents, by the favour that was ſhown 


her in your houfe? Encourage her! 


repeated ſhe ; no, believe me, I 
would not admit ſuch a perſon under 
my roof.“ Madam, ſaid Mr. 
Charles Banſton, unable any longer 
to contain himſelf, is it juſt in your 
judgement, that the innocent ſhould 


ſuffer for the guilty! ? Was the poor 


baſtard, you mention with ſuch de- 
teſtation, in the ſmalleſt degree ac- 
ceffory or a partaker in her parents 
guilt ? F think, added this gentle- 
man, the world is not more cruel or 
unjuftifiable i in any one reſpect, than 
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in its conſideration of ſuch unhappy 
beings. Is it not ſufficient, that a 
poor child ſhall be brought into ex- 
iſtence involuntarily, and, from the 
culpable behaviour of 4 Who 


ought to protect and provide for it, 
not only be excluded from the com- 
fort of relations, and every title to 
property Or proviſion, but alſo that 
a conſiderable ſhare of the contempt 
and ſhame, incurred by the authors 
of its being, ſhould devolve upon 


its innocent and inoffenſive head ? 
Wickedneſs of heart i is the ſame in 


marryed as unmarryed perſons, and 
if the adulterers children are allow- 
ed to be uncontaminated by their 


parents guilt, why ſhould the fim- 
ple crime of fornication be heredi- 


tary?“ No one made any reply to 
Mr. Banſton's obſervations, and he 
retired 
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retired ſoon after to his own apart- 
ment, to lament there the loſs of his 


| 

l 
gf | Walllable girl, without reſtraint or 
ne | mterruption. 
bs | Six months had now elapſcd ſince 
by | the marriage of Mr. Letcroft, and 
* Miss Arabella had evaded from 
0 | time to time the importunities of 
* her father and Mr. Banſton, to re- 
FI Give Mr. Charles for a huſband, 
9 when ſhe ſuddenly became altered, 
4 to an uncommon degree, in her 
ff ſhape. The ſervants ſoon perceived 
* it, and having eaſy acceſs to the ear 
nd of their miſtreſs, communicated 
W their obſervations to her. She com- 
EIT municated them again to her ſon and 
* daughter; but they were far from 
h- being either ſurpriſed or ſorry at the 
to event, as it would infallibly in a 
a very fhort time deliver them from, 
e 


her diſagreeable company. 
H 3 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Banſton was unable, long 
to conceal her ſuſpicions from her 
huſband, who reſented them 1. ighly, 
and ſaid, that it he could fix upon 
the original authour of ſuch a ſcan- 
dalous report, he would proſecute 
im at his own expenſe.” Miſs Ara- 
bella, however, diſcovering by a 
hint, which, if ſhe had been inno- 
cent, would have been perfectly un- 


intelli 'gible, that her condition was 


ſuſpeQed in the family, inſiſted up- 
on her huſband's taking her home, 


vhich injunction he willingly com- 


plyed with, from the hope of ob- 
taining at leaſt part of her fortune. 
dhe, therefore, quitted Mr. Banjton's 
the very day after ſhe had appriſed 
her huſband of her intention, and 
retreated to the houſe of Mr. Let- 


croft, whoſe marriage to her was 
then 


LL Yo EDO f , , . , En ))) ))) ̃˙7⅝⅛i!f „„ 


FAMILY Picrukks. 151 


then promulgated all over the coun- 
try, to the inexpreſſible chagrin of 
Mr. Ban/!on, the diverſion of his 
wife and ſervants, the ſatisfaQtion of 
his fon and daughter, and the great 


diſappointment and vexation of the 


lady's own family. 

Immediately upon this diſcovery, 
a young gentleman made a viſit to 
Mr. Banfton, who was ſon to an 
Eaſt Indian and his particular 
friend. He had juſt quitted the uni- 
verſity, and was going to ſpend a 
eouple of months in London; but 
having- a fingular regard for Mr. 
Charles, he importuned the old 
gentleman in ſuch urgent terms to 
let ham accompany him, that he 
prevailed upon him, and in a cou- 
ple of days they reached the great. 
city. 


N Mr. 
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Mr. Banſton bad ſpent only one 
fortnight in the Metropolis in hig 
life, and that ſhort period at an early 
age; conſequently every ſcene was 
new to him, and he rambled about 
with infinite delight. He had a 
few letters to deliver from his father, 
one of which was to the Mrs. Black- 
#tcn already mentioned. On calling 
upon her to diſcharge this commiſ- 
hon; he was vaſtly affected at her 
ſituation. i She liad run through her 


ill-gotten Thouſand. Her annuity 


was in the hands of a creditor, and 
ſhe was compelled to reſide in a little 
mean lodging, where ſhe fared but 
ſcantily. Mr. Bentley and his wife 
had given her ſome diſguſt in not 
making her an offer of their houſe 
on the acquainting them with her 


diſtreſs, for which {ight ſhe in- 
| veighed 
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veighed bitterly againſt them, and 
drew out many intimations, that it 
W was in her power to take a ſe- 


vere revenge. Mr. Ban/lon payed 
bat little attention to the harangue 
ſhe entertained him with on this 
fubject; but, preſenting her with. 
two guineas, he took his leave very 
politely, though ſecretly determin- 
ing never to ſee her more. H's 
young friend and he having wearied 
themſelves in rambling over the 
town, ſtept at laſt into a tavern 
to take a dinner. The weather be. 
mg warm, and they very thirſty, 
they had freer recourſe to the 
bottle than was their uſual cuſtom, 
At length their brains being ſome- 
what enflamed by the too frequent 
repetition of this agreeable remedy, 


. Rutland (for 1 Mr. Banſton's 
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companion was called) propoſed re- 


galing his friend with the humours 


of a certain houſe under Covent- 
garden-piazzas, to which the latter 
in his jollity agreed. They, there- 
fore, diſcharged their reckoning, 
and ſallied forth with warm heads, 
but honeſt hearts. | 

Their youth and genteel appear- 


ance ſoon gained them admittance, 


and a bottle of Burgundy being 


| brought, Mr. Rutland enquired, if 
they could not be introduced to ſome 


young ladies that were tolerably de- 
cent and not veiy old practitioners? 


The mother abbefs, who preſided 


in this temple of Venus, after hav- 
ing preſented two or three, without 
giving ſatisfaction, ſaid, ſhe had 
one damſel under her roof, whom 


| the feared. they would find as ob- 
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jectionable for her coyneſs, as the 
others were for the oppoſite extreme; 
but as there were two of them, if- 
they would make it worth her 
while, they. ſhould feparately try 10 
what they could do with her.” The 
enflamed Mr. Rutland emptied his 
pockets upon the table, and ſwore, 
if that was not ſufficient, he would 
give-his note for as much more; but 1025 
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the conſcientious lady ſaid, as he Na 
was a. cuſtomer, ſhe was ſatisfied: = 
with what was before her, and Mr. : 


| Banſton,conſenting to be ſerved after: 
his friend, was accepted upon eafier- = 
terms. Mr. Rutland was imme- il 
diately conducted into another apart- 
ment, and in a few minutes after a: 
lovely girl entered the room, who- 
with an undiſſembled artleſſneſs 
alked him, if he had any buſineſs 
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with her? The young gentleman 

untly told her, he had, and in very 
plain terms informed her of what 
nature, The innocent creature's 
diſtreſs was apparent even to this 
half-rational man, whom wine had 


deprived of the better part of his 


ſenſes, and it diſconcerted him for 32 


few minutes; but recovering him- 
felf, he attempted 1 to take ne li. 


- berties with her, which ſhe reſiſted 


with unfeigned reſolution and dif- 
uſt, and retreated to the door, in 
order to avoid all farther indecency; 
but, to her utter confufion and grief, 
ſhe found it locked on the out- ſide. 
Her retreat being thus cut off, 
ſhe fell upon her Res and, with 
tears and uplifted hands, deſought 


his compaſſion. © Inow perceive, 
Maid ſhe, the horrour of my ſitra- 
tion. Believe me; Sir, I have been 


moſt 


— * 
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moſt artfully betrayed into this ſnare. 
I conjure you, to recollect yourſelf, 
and ſpare an unhappy being from 
guilty violence.“ Had e young 
gentleman been ſober, the beautiful 
girl would not have pleaded in 
vain; but the wine operating ſtrong- 
ly upon his ſenſes, he thought it un- 
manly to be ſubdued by a little 
whining huſſy, who would, per- 
haps, laugh at him in the end, and 
therefore he told her, it was in vain 
for her to try experiments upon 
him, for he knew the world too 
well to be impoſed upon by ſuch 
ſhallow artifices, and as he had paid 
his m6ney to purchaſe her favour, he 15 
was reſolved to ſtand to his bargain.” mal 
„Ah! Sir, faid the trembling x 
maid, can you conſider yourſelf 1030 
bound by ſuch an infamous con- 
tract, and remain deaf to tlie calls 


of i 
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of honour and humanity ? Can you 
really conceive, becauſe a wick 
ed wretch has ſucceeded in trepan- 
ing an unſuſpicious and friendleſs 
creature into her poſſeſſion, ſhe 
has a right to fell her innocence, 
and compel her to accompliſh her 
diabolical agreements? If theſe be 
your ſentiments, I muſt inform you, 
that you have a perſon to deal with, 
that is neither capable of being in- 
timidated by threats, nor allured by 
promiſes, and that your triumph 
over her can never be completed 
whiiſt her power of reſiſtance re- 
mains; nor will the ſurvive ſuch a 
calamity to become a prey apain to 
avarice and ]; roſtitution, for this 
weapon, ſnatching his ſword out of 


the ſcabbard, ſhall be more merci- 


1 ul thao you, in deſtroying av exif 


tence, 
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tence, when reduced to an iniqui- 
tous ſtandard, which you whilſt 
innocent refuſe to preſerve.” 

«© Well, Madam, faid the half- 
vanquiſhed hero, as I find I can do 
nothing with you by fair means, and 
deteſt a rape as much as you, I ſhall 
refign you to my friend, who, I be- 
lieve, is at prefent ſomewhat more 
clear-headed than myſelf, and will 
be more a match for you. So ſaying, 
he rapped at the door, which was 
inſtantly opened for him, and the 
poor girl locked in for a few mo- 
ments alone. Mr. Rutland had 
happily carried off his ſword, or the 
wretched victim had not lived, pro- 


bably, to undergo a ſecond inſult. 


On returning to his friend, the a- 
bandoned - procureſs, who was in 


the room, aſked him, what ſucceſs I 
’‚ͤ»'»‚‚ — 
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he had met with? Why faith, 
ſaid he, none at all; ſhe is the moſt 
ſqueamiſh little bk ever met 
with: but come, Charles, continued 


he, ſhe expects you, pray, do not 


make her wait.“ Mr. Banſton was 
not in his nature a debauchee ; but 
fearful of expoſing himſelf to the 
laugh of his more hardened com- 
panion, he aroſe, and, with a reluc- 
tance and agitation he could not ac- 
count for, ſuffered himſelf to be led 
in to the friglited priſoner. Her 
back was 15 c him on his en- 
trance, and he addreſſed Her i in the 
following terms : © From the re- 
preſentation Thave received from my 
friend, Madam, of your modeſt 
oppoſition to his indecent attempts, 
come with very different ſenti- 
ments to thoſe - of impurity” and 
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guilt, You have it now in your 
power to obtain a protector.“ The 
young creature, charmed by the of- 
fer, haſtily turned about to make 
proper acknowledgements for it, 


when, to her unſpeakable ſurpriſe, ſhe 
diſcovered her young maſter Banſton, 
and he his beloved Suſan. Her joy, 


her aſtoniſhment, her ſhame at be- 
ing found by him in ſuch a houfe, 
as that ſhe' was now convinced ſhe 
was In, though-it obliged her to ſeat 


herſelf on the firſt chair ſhe could 
reach, nevertheleſs did not reduce 
her to that common ſtate of ſtupe- 
faction ſo frequent upon occaſions of 
furpriſe. Mr. Banſlon placed him- 
felf by her, and begged her to com- 


poſe herſelf, for that ſhe had no- 
thing now to fear; that he himſelf. 


would convey her ſafely out of the 
houſe, 
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houſe, and lodge her with a perſon 
of reputation, an acquaintance of 
his father's, untill ſhe could meet 
with ſome eligible ſettlement. The 
mortified Suſan thanked him in pro- 
per terms for the ſervice he promif- 
ed to render her, bat defired, he 
would permit her firft to account to 
him for the ſituation and dreſs in 
Which be found ber. He gene- 
rouſly replyed, he might ſpare her- 
ſelf the: pain of recolleQion on his 
gccount ; for he was ſatisfied, her 
innocence, not indiſcretion, had 
brought her ſo near deſtruction. 
Suſan's delicacy, however, would 
not permit her to leave one ſtep ſhe 
bad taken, unexplained, leſt a la- 
tent ſuſpicion ſhould luck in that 
heart ſhe now found herſelf more 
than ever deſirous of being approved 
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| | Ji 
by. She, therefore, informed him, 1 
& that the waggoner, to whoſe care | 
ſhe had been committed by the 9 h 
clerk, her mother's relation, had ett 
inſinuated to her, when ſhe was 100 
upon her journey, that he believed, 0 

it would be in his power to ſerve 1 
her, by recommending her to a | 

very good charitable lady, one of 1 
his beſt cuſtomers. Who would, 9 
perhaps, upon his account allow her 1 
her board and houſe room, untill ant 
the could get ber a place. Seeing 46 
me ſwallow this cruel bait, added 1 
ſhe; us greedily as he could poſſibly Nt 
with,” he had the art to ſtart fome. 


difficultics and poſſible impediments: Fed 
to my fucceſs, but repeatedly aſſured Ty 


me of his beſt endeavours. Thus a 
was my mind, by the wicked ma- bo: 
nagement of this wretch, agitated 15 

with þ 
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with the alternate painful ſucceſſions 
of hope and deſpair, untill I arrived 
in London. T then thought him 
extremely. kind,on his preferring my 
intereſt ſo far to his own, as to ap- 
ply to the lady in my behalf, before 
he even unloaded. He leſt me 
about two hours in ſuſpenſe, and 
then returned with the agreeable 
news, that he had prepared Ma- 
dam, hy the character he had given 
of me, to be ſo much my friend, 
that it was ten to one but he had 
made my fortune, and that ſhe 
would ſend for me in half an hour, 
as ſne thought, it was Horrid that 
ſach'a young woman, as he had 
repreſented me to be, ſhould re- 
main at an inn. I was fo credu- 
lous, as to pay an implicit faith to 
* uttle: of this fallacious oy | 
4 ; an 
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and rewarded my good friend, the 
waggoner, with a guinea, which he 
pretended to receive reluctantly, 
and by the time my little box was 
ready for removal, a hackney-coach 
arrived with a very decent wo- 
man, to take me in it. I put my- 
ſelf, without the leaſt doubt or he- 
fitation, under this kind. ſtranger's 
protection, and was by her con- 
ducted to this infernal manſion, 
where I have been a fortnight this 
day, and was never till now alm 
ed with the leaſt indecency. I have 


had conſtant employment at my 


needle, . and have been deluded 


from time to time with the falſe ex- 
pectation of being placed in diffe- 
rent families of credit and diſtinc- 
tion merely as a plain - worker. The 
old lady told me, that no per- 


ſon 


o 
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fon was approved in London but 
from their appearance, and that, if 
F did not dreſs decently, I ſhould 
never be taken notice of. She, 
therefore, with my own money, 
procured me theſe gay trappings, in 
which I have never been dreſſed 
but once before, on the fame pre- 
tenſe of à perſon of quality's being 
expected, to whoſe favour I was to 
be recommended, and the laſt time 
was told, that my diſappointment 
was owing to her ladyſhip's $ being 
taken ſuddenly ill. The reſt; Sir, 
you are acquainted with.” 

Mr. Banſton then informed her 
of all he had fuffered on her account, 
and likewiſe of his ſiſter's inten- 
tions, and ſollicited her with the 
utmoſt earneſtneſs to accept of his 
legal protection, adding, * that he 

was 
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was determined never to marry any 
other woman, and that, if ſhe would 
conſent, a month's continuance in 


zy pariſh in London, would (by 


qualifying her as a pariſhioner) ena- 
ble him to make himſelf the happieſt 
man on earth. 


© Believe me, Sir, returned Su- 
ſan, I feel the umoſt gratitude for 
your noble propoſal, but ſhould 
think myſelf utterly unworthy of 
the eſteem with which you honour 
me, if I were capable of involving 
you in ſuch misfortunes, as your be- 
ing united to me would infallibly 
bring upon me. I, Sir, am firm 


in my reſolutions, but will, never- 
theleſs, accept af the charitable of- 
fer you made me of putting me un- 


der the protection of an acquaintance 


ef your Mamma's.” Ah! my 


Suſan 
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Suſan, ſaid: the young gentleman, 
why will you deny me the happineſs 
of making a proviſion for you, more 
ſuitable to your merit, eſpecially 
now you have reaſon to be affured 
that my ſiſter would approve my 
conduct?“ Fir, interrupted this 
good girl, what your ſiſter meant to 
propoſe, I freely offer you, nor 
will I ever beſtow the leaſt conſide- 
ration upon any of your ſex, whilſt 
you flatter me that you deſire the 
contrary.; but I muſt entreat you, 
not to attempt to oppoſe my getting 
my living in the beſt manner I can. 
I was not born to better expectations, 
nor will your eſteeming Sujan a ſer- 
vant be more diſgraceful, than Su- 
ſan the adopted daughter of a cotta- 
ger, and plain- worker in your mo- 

ther's 
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ther's family. If you perſiſt in re- 
fuſing me the only favour I can ac- 
cept of, I muſt again be expoſed to 
a repetition of thoſe horrid inſults, 
I but now flattered myſelf you had 
delivered me from.” 

Mr. Banſton haſtily aroſe, and 


offering his hand to conduct her out 


of the apartment, only ſaid, It 
ſhall be, as you deſire.” On his 
making the appointed fignal at the 
door, they were releafed, and he 
handed his beloved girl into the 
dining-room to the aſtoniſhed 'ma- 
tron. Sir, ſaid ſhe, by what 
authority is that girl brought into 
my preſence? * Madam, inter- 
rupted Mr. Banſton with a reſolute 
countenance, by mine, nay more, 
by my ſingle authority ſhall ſhe be 
conducted out of this infamous 

Vor. II. 1 houſe, 
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houſe, and ſafely lodged in better 
hands than yours to protect her in- 
nocence. I am the ſon of that fa. 
mily in Bedfordſhire, of whom the 
kind waggoner informed you, and 
from whom, I fancy, you will hear 
farther in a very ſhort time.“ Mr. 
Rutland gaped for the meaning of 
his friend's words, but was too far 
gone to comprehend them. The 
old lady had not, however, forgot 
herſelf, and finding her fraudulent 
praCtices detected, begged his ho- 
nour not to expoſe her, and ſhe 
would refund the money ſhe had 
taken from her, nolwithſtanding 
the had paid the waggoner thirty 
guineas on her delivery into her 
cuſtody. Mr. Banſton made a merit 
of accepting theſe terms of accom- 
madation, though he had many ſin- 
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gular reaſons to incite him by all 
means to avoid a proſecution. . The 
mother abbeſs accordingly refunded 
the money as well as what ſhe had 
received .of them, and beſtowing 
many bleſſings upon the young gen- 
tleman for his lenity, which on this 
occaſion was involuntarily, they de- 


parted. Mr. Ba nſlon ſaw his friend 


into a coach, and putting a proper 


perſon into it to convey him in ſafe- 
ty to his. lodgings, then helping his 


recovered prize into another, and 


accompanying her himſelf, he or- 


dered the fellow to drive to Mrs. 

Blacaiſteu's, as he knew her to be a 
woman of character, excepting in 
the article of extravagance, They 
were not long before they reached 
the mean habitation, where ſhe 
lodged, and Mr. Banſton there re- 


3-1 lated 
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lated to her all the particulars al- 


ready mentioned, begging her ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance in the diſpoſition 
of this worthy, friendleſs object. 
Mrs. Blackiſton appeared vaſtly diſ- 
compoſed at the ſtory, and aſked 


Stfan with apparent diſorder, where 


ſhe was born, and how old ſhe was? 
She bluſhed, and replyed, ** ſhe 
neither knew with any certainty her 
age nor place of nativity,” nor as 
much as one relation that ſhe had; 


that a good woman had brought her 


vp with the utmoſt: kindneſs and 
piety ; that ſhe had been unhappily 
deprived of her, now for a month 
that very day, by death ; and was at 
preſent wholely deſtitute of friends, 
habitation, and all means of getting 
2 livelihood:” After a long pauſe, 


Mrs, Blackiſton ſaid, ce If I could 
| believe 
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believe it poſſible for you to pardon 0 
n the wicked inſtrument of your mis- 10 
. fortunes, I have the power of te- ith 
— vealing ſome very advantageous par- * 
d ticulars with reſpect to your birth pal 
a family.“ all 
f Suſan and Mr. Banſton caſt a look . 
e of aſtoniſhment at each other, and # 
I the penitent woman then proceed» 0 
as ed. Inſtead of being the poor iy 
3 deſtitute Suſan, ſaid ſhe, that you 1 
er imagine, you are entitled to a very pl 
d conſiderable fortune, the particulars, 1 
y if you will indemnify the principal bi 
h agent in effecting the fraud, by i 
at mich you have * ſo many years 10 
s, been deprived of the poſſeſſion of 5 
g tit, Iwill no longer conceal.” Upon 1 
e, repeated aſſurances of indemni- bh. 
d fication, and many offers of reward | i 
5e from Mr. Banton, who here took "hk 
? I 3 upon 1 

1 

1 

e 
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upon him to anſwer for the'poor af. 
toniſhed girl, ' ſhe revealed every 
circumſtance of that deep-layed vil- 
lany, by which this unhappy girl 
had been driven to all her late mi- 
ſery and diſtreſs. Miſs Bentley, 'as 
the was now become, ſat ſpeechleſs 
with wonder, horrour and pleaſure; 
but Mr. Banſten was ny" more 
ſarpriſed and delighted. 
At length ſaid the young ON 
man : By How will my father be 
grieved and aſtoniſhed, when he 
finds, that it is the daughter of his 
much eſteemed and long regretted 
friend that he has thus opprefſed ? 
My father and youre, Miſs Bentley, 
were friends from their infancy, un. 
till mine was ſent abroad, Where he 
met with my mother, and in con- 
ſideration of her fortune conſented 
f to 
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to humour a whimfical old man in 
changing his name of Taylor for 


Banſlon. He was pupil to your 


Grand-Papa, whoſe friendſhip he 
yet enjoys, and I can tell you, both 
he and his wife were well a few 
days before I leſt the country. They 
have continued to lament you with 
unabated concern, even to the laſt 
letter they ſent my father. The 
diſcovery of your being found, there= 
fore, muſt be judicioufly made, or 

it may prove more fatal to them 
than your loſs.“ Lowiſa was till 
unable to ſpeak, till ſhe had re- 
lieved herſelf by ſhedding abun- 
dance of tears, in which Mrs. 
Blackiſton and her lover encouraged 
her, as the only means to prevent 
any other bad conſequences, When 


the was 2 little recovered, .** Good 
I 4 God 
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God, cryed ſhe, clapping her 
hands - together with uncommon 
earneſtneſs, how wonderfully gra- 
cious haſt thou been to me! I have 
this day been twice delivered, and 
you, Sir, have been the generous 
authour of all my felicity. O! that 
I could but ſee my dear Miſs Ban/- 
ton and My Grand-Papa and Mam- 
ma, I ſhould then be completely 
happy. But are you certain, Ma- 
dam, ſaid ſhe, addreſſing Mrs. 
Blackiſion, you are not deceived in 
thinking me the perſon you men- 
tion?” Mrs. Blacki/ion ſmiled, 
and ſaid, ſhe was fo ſure of it, that 
nothing now remained, but to con- 
ſult in what manner this important 
ſecret ſhould be revealed, and, in 
her apinion, the ſooner the better. 
Mr. Banſton offered to go home the 

next 
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next day, and inform his father of 
this happy diſcovery, and take di- 
rections from him for his future pro- 
ceedings. This was mutually ap- 
proved, and it was then propoſed, 
that Miſs Bentley ſhould be actom- 
modated with, better lodgings; but 
ſhe begged to be continued where 
ſhe was, till ſhe ſhould be removed 
by her friends orders. Neither 
Miſs Louiſa nor her lover had much 
ſleep, that night, occaſioned by their 
great ſurpriſe and joy, The next 
morning the latter took poſt-horſes 
with ,the morning's dawn, and 
reached his father's before evening. 
Mr. Banſton was moſt fincerely af- 
fected at having occafioned fo many 
diſagreeable moments to ſo amiable 
a young lady, as he now thought 
her ; but, in order to extenuate the 
I 5 cruel 
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cruel part he had acted, obſerved, 

© that had ſhe never quitted Bedford- 
ſhire, her family and fortune might 
Ware have been diſcovered by her.” 

Miſs Careline's joy upon this occa- 
fion was inexpreſſible, and received 
no ſmall addition by her Papa's tell- 
ing her, * he would ſend her and 
her brother to town, to conduct 
Miſs Bentley to St. Alban's, untill 
he ſhould fend to them, and that, 
during their abſence, he would, in 
a prepared. way, acquaint Mr. and 
Mrs. Parker with this great and 


happy diſcovery.” Mrs. Banſlon 


ſaid, „that, for her part, ſhe had 
ever thought Suſan too clever and 


genteel to be a mean perſon's child, 
as Mary, her cook, could witneſs, 
they having often talked 1 
about * 

g The 


— 

— — 
4+ —— 
— 

o — — 

— — 


OY 


4 
— 


—_ * . —— 


— 
— — - 
— — . > * 


FAMILY PICTURES. 179- 


— — 


The enſuing morning Mr. Ban/- 
ton's chariot and four ſet off for the 
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accommodation of that very indi- [is 
vidual, who but a few months be- 10 
fore had been driven from his houſe 0 
in the moſt diſgraceful manner. a 
How did the brother and ſiſter con- Fi 
gratulate themſelves during their th 
journey on having been capable of ja 
diſtinguiſhing and countenancing a bf | 
perſon now found to be ſo truely 1 
| meritorious, notwithſtanding every 1 
diſadvantage ſhe laboured under! 4 
| and fuch was Miſs Panflon's impa- Ik 
tience to meet her much eſteemed” wi 
friend, that the ſwift conveyance in 
ſhe was in, was not fatisfactory to. 9 
her. Every impediment diſcom- * 
poſed her, and the neceflary bait- i 
ings ſhe confidered only as fo many M 
lets and Hindrances. But, though 55 
| 16 their i 
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their conveyance was not ſo rapid, 
as to keep pace with her imagina- 
tion and wiſhes, it was, neverthe- 
leſs, ſure, and, their journey being 
uninterrupted by any accident, they 
reached Mrs. Blackifton's lodging in 
a very reaſonable time. The meet- 
ing between the two young ladies 
was inexpreſſibly tender and affec- 
tionate, and Miſs Caroline ſaid, 
<5 ſhe now flattered herſelf, ſhe had 
not only recovered a friend, but a 
long deſired fifter.” Lowſa's cheek 
was not inſenſible on this occaſion, 
nor the fond heart of her lover un- 
affected. She replyed with great 


| modeſty, I hope I ſhall anſwer 
every kind wiſh of wy friends,” 
The evening was ſpent in that fatis- 
faction which alone can be con- 
ceived by thoſe who have experi- 


enced 
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enced a painful ſeparation from the 
object of their affection and friend. 
ſhip, and have been unexpectedly 
reſtored to each other by ſome ex- 
traordinary event. 

It was determined, they ſhould 
continue in town the ſucceeding 
day, that Miſs Caroline might in 
ſome meaſure recover her fatigue, 
not to mention ſome kind confidera- 
tions with reſpect to the young gen- 
tleman. | 


No ſooner had Mr. Ben/ton loſt 


fight of the carriage, diſpatched up- 
on the friendly expedition already 
mentioned, than he mounted a 


horſe, prepared for that purpoſe, 
and took the route to Mr. Parker's 


habitation. The good man was in 
his ſtudy, fortifying his ſoul againſt 
the fin of murmuring by leflons 
adapted 
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adapted to enforce that kind of ſub. 
miſſion to the divine will, which 
he found himſelf” moſt deficient in, 
when, hearing the trampling of 
horſes, he lifted up his eyes, and. 
beheld his old pupil at the gate. 
Though he was always glad to ſee 
him, yet his appearance never failed 
to revive in his too faithful memory 
many recollections, which were no 
leſs tender than painful. Tlie be- 


loved partner of his heart ſat by him 
with an aſpect truely Nase, 


though deeply impreſſed with de- 
F&tion-and forrow. 
He got up to meet Mr. Banfton, 


and after the "uſual compliments 
were paſt, the latter taking a chair; 


began to reflect on the nicety and 
difficulty of his taſk, He ventured; 
howeyer, to introduce the ſubject 
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by ſaying, ** that he had the day 
before heen informed of a diſcovery 
ſo ſurpriſingly happy, and attended 
with ſuch extraordinary circumſtan- 
ces, that he did not remember to 
have met with ſuch a caſe in his 
whole fe.“ The good couple, i in 
whoſe hearts the ſpirit of curioſity 
was extinct, betrayed not the leaft 
defire-to hear the particulars, which 
not a little diſconcerted the oratour. 
„I think, Sir, repeated he, ad- 
drefling hiniſelf to the divine, you 
would find yourſelf both diverted 
and intereſted by the relation.” 

„There was a time, replyed the 
good man, when 1 had an ear for 
the private or publick concerns of 
life, and an inclination like wiſe to 
be informed of them, which has 


now been dormant in me many 
years, 
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years. But if any happy event has 
happened to the deferving, and 
been productive of that ſalutary 
puniſhment of the unworthy, which 
leads to repentance, I fincerely re- 
Joice at it.“ Mr. Banſton, without 
farther encouragement or preamble, 
related every circumſtance of tlie 
deep- layed villany, and the detec- 
tion of it, only uſing fictitious 
names. 
Mr. Parker and his ihe * fi 
leut, till Mr. Banjton had conclud- 
ed, when, the latter being overcome 
by ſenſations ſhe could not ſup- 
preſs, burſt into tears, and the 
tender huſband felt an amazing ſym- 
Pathy. There is, ſaid the di- 
vine, ſuch a fimilarity of circum- 
ſtances between the affair you have 
related, and our dear grand - child 
| _ fate, 
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fate, ſo far as we were acquainted 
with it, that I confeſs, I do not 
feel leſs emotion than my dear Lou- 
iſa. I nevertheleſs rejoice with the 
happy family who have been ſo fin- 
gularly bleſſed by the Almighty, 
nor do I murmur, becauſe the ſame 
kind felicity is denied me,” 

« Sir, ſaid Mr. Banſton, ſuppoſe 
there ſhould be ſome reaſon to hope, 
that your much lamented Louiſa is 
ſtill alive?“ „ Trifle not with me, 


ſaid the alarmed parent ; I beſeech 
you, not to trifle with me. If you, 


indeed, know any thing of our 
child, ſpeak it at once, and do not 
cruelly raiſe my frail and fond ex- 
pectations with groundleſs ſuppo- 
fitions ; for as I am a mortal, fo I 
cannot anſwer for the gn tame 


© Then, returned Mr, Banſton, 1 


muſt 


Mag + 
. 9 
— — 


bi 


* 88135 — —— 2 — 
— > + 
— —— \ 


* —— * Tres #6 


'1 


186 © Famniry Picrukxs. 


muſt beg you to prepare your heart 
in the beſt manner you can, to re- 
ceive a long loſt amiable child, 
faved from the moſt hoirid of evils 
by my fon, and who now, accom- 
panied by my Caro/ine and him, 
will demand a reception and bleſs- 
ing from you, ſome time to- mor- 


row or next day.“ The book fell 


from the trembling hand of the wor- 
thy divine, and tears of joy bedewed 
his venerable checks. How 
juſtly,” aid he, may we ſay, the 
ways of heaven are intricate!” | He 
then added. 1 feel a joy equal 
and fimilar to the great patriarch 
ae. on the information of his re- 
covered long loſt ſon, and in his 


words I may expreſs myſelf, for it is 
enough that my Louiſa hives ; I will 


go. and meet her, that my eyes may 
be 
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be bleſſed with the fi ight of her be- 
fore I die.” 


Mrs. Parker's uplifted hands de- 
noted her ſentiments, for the power 
of ſpeech had forſook her, nor did 
ſhe recover herſelf for many hours. 


When Mr, Park.r's mind had 


acquired a little compoſure, © Mr. 
Banſton and'he began to conſult to- 
gether, what meaſures were neceſ- 
ſary to take with the wicked uncle 
and gvardian. He ſhall, faid 
Mr. Parker, make my child ample 
reſtitution, though Iwill not have 


recourſe to legal methods, unleſs he 


refuſes amicable terms of accommo- 
dation The ſtings of his own con- 
ſcience will be a Levers and juſter 
puniſhment, than any we can in- 
flict upon him, becauſe they will be 


dealt out in a- ſuitable proportion to 


his 
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his iniquity by the great ſearcher of 
hearts, from whoſe knowledge no- 
thing can be hid. 
Mrs. Parker begged, ſhe might 
be permitted to go over to St. Al- 
ban's to meet her child, but was 
over-ruled by the advice of her huſ- 
band and friend, and ſubmitted to 
their propoſition of ſending a ſervant 


to wait their arrival, and order 


them to proceed home without bait- 
ing. A letter was then wrote in 
the following terms to Mr. Daniel 
Bentley by Mr. ,Ban/ton, at the good 
clergyman's requeſt. 


SIR, | 
Am deſired by the 3 


Mr. Parker to inform you, 
g 5 he has detected a moſt horrid 


piece of villany, prafliſed by a 
« gentle- 
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gentleman of your acquaintance, 
to the great injury of his grand- 
child and ward Louiſa Bentley, 
Every tranſaction and ſtep of the 
* vile plot, by means of which ſhe 
has been ſo many years excluded 
from the poſſeſſion of that fortune 
© ſhe is entitled to, has been traced 
© and diſcovered. - If, therefore, 
the villain does not ſpeedily make 
© that reſtitution which both law 
© and equity direct, he will be ex- 
* poſed and proſecuted without any 
« farther notice. The young lady 
is well, and now upon the road 
to Hertfordſhire. 

] am, 

1 
Your humble ſervant 
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his letter was immediately ſent 
to the poſt houſe at St. Alban's by 
the ſeryant appointed to await the 
arrival of the ladies and gentleman 
o mim e e 

Mr. Banſton then entertained the 
happy pair with the particulars of 
Suſan's; merit and behaviour, and 
took no ſmall blame to himfſeif for 
* barſhneſs and ſeveriiy, but did 
not fail to tack that qualifying reflec- 
tion to this relation, that that very 
accident had been the ground-work 
of the happineſs they now enjoyed. 
Miſs. Ar abella's conduct was then 
diſplayed in moſt unfavourable co- 
lours; for this gentleman was not a 
little given to the hyperbole, where- 
ever he had conceived a diſguſt. 
Her 'havghty airs, the diſturbance 


ſhe had occaſioned in his family, 


her 
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her wiſe choice, and private mar- 
riage were all ſung in diſmal lays. 
The'tedious hours whiled ſlowly on, 
till the ſucceeding afternoon, when 
the expected carriage made its ap- 
pearance much ſooner than they had 
promiſed themſelves. 
The good man with ſolemn pace 
advanced to recerve this ſecond valu- 
able gift of heaven, his heart pour. 
ing forth a number of houſe eja - 
culations and praiſes. Leuifa on her 
alighting made an effort to kneel to 
her vencrable parent, but was pre- 
vented by his holding her in his 
feeble arms, with thoſe tranſports of 
mortality (as he expreſſed himſelf) 
which were unutterable, and too 
ſtrong to be ſuppreſſed. 

At length, My child, ſaid he, 
again preſſing her to his heart, this 

18 
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is a happineſs I little hoped to en- 
Joy, and in which all my human 
wiſhes are terminated. I have been 
bleſſed with this peculiar indulgence, 
that I might recover my ſtrength, 
before I go hence, and be no more 
ſeen,” Then recollecting himſelf, 
he added, But my dear wife is 

equally impatient to behold you, 


notwithſtanding I thus ſuffer ſelf | 


to be predominant in my | heart. 
Go then, . ſaid he, my love, and 
compoſe her tenderly agitated mind 


with the certainty of your reſtora. 
tion to her maternal embraces.” 


Mrs. Parker had, by an invo- 
luntary impulſe, retreated into a 
back - parlour, fo differently does 
joy operate on different diſpoſitions ; 
and, inſtead of meeting the object fo 


* to her heart, had concealed 5 
herſelf | 
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herſelf from every one. She was, 
after ſome little ſearch, and ſurprife 


of the company, found in a penfive 
ſerene ſtate, ſeated on a ſettee. In 
that private room Louiſa met with a 

reception from this good woman, 
which occafioned her ſuch ſoft ſen- 


ations, as ſhe was ſcarcely able to 


ſuſtain, and ſhe rejoiced, that ſhe 


ſhould no more be expoſed to ſuch 
tender rencounters. It was many 
hours before their fluctuating hearts 


ſubſided into peace, and they be- 
came capable of taſting the tranquil 
ſatisfaction of reaſon and 0 
ſure. 
The fourth day after this happy 
event the ſon of the Reverend Mr. 
Price arrived with his father's con- 
gratulation and diſpatches from 
Bentley-hall. The purport of which 

Vorl. II. K were, 
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were, that Mr. Daniel Bentley and 
His lady had evacuated that manſion, 
and had lodged all the writings, re- 
lative to Miſs Lout/a's. fortune, in 
that Reverend gentleman's hands, | 
together - with a faithful account of 

the arrears due to the young lady, 
which he promiſed ſhould be amply } 
ſatisfyed in a ſhort time. Young 
Mr. Price added, that they had 
quitted the country to avoid that 
ſcandal their bad actions had ren- 
dered them obnoxious to, and were 
gone to reſide with their only ro- 
maining child, who was married in 
ſome part of Bedfordſhire. This 
| expreſs was perfectly ſatisfactory, 
and it was propoſed, that - Miſs 
Lauiſa ſhould very ſoon viſit the | 
ſeat of her father, 


" Young 
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Young Mr. Price was bred to the 
law, and had the character of poſ- 
ſeſſing fine abilities and incorrup- 
tible integrity. He was at this period 


n 

s, three and twenty, graceful in his 
f Wl perfon, and engaging in his addreſs, 
„ but confined as to his proſpects of 
y I fortune, and unſettled in his fitua- 
„ don. Mr. Parker had a great re- 
q gard for the youth, and was ſtrong- 
th attached to his father by his grate- 
„ful and friendly behaviour. Mr. 
e Banton allo faid, he was a very 
4 promiſing young man, and deſerv- 
1 ed encouragement, nay farther, 
and (as he was ſometimes given to 
propheſy) he added, that he look- 
o dd. as if he would make his for- 


During theſe tranſactions, the buſi- 


nels of Mr. Charles Banſton s heart 
K 2 had 
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had ſtood till, a mortification and 

violence he could no longer ſubmit Hy 
to. He, therefore, the very firſt MI 
opportunity beſought his Leuiſas N 
permiſſion to propoſe himſelf to her | 
grand-father. The worthy girl in R 
whoſe breaſt love and gratitude 
pleaded his cauſe; conſented to be 
his, with the approbation of her 
friends. Accordingly the young 
gentleman, with a diffidence, ariſing 
from the purity and ſtrength of his 
paſſion, applyed to his father, who 
willingly undertook to ſpeak for 
him to Mr, Parker, being more 


ſanguine in his expectations than 
the timid lover. 


The affair being mentioned to the 
worthy divine, he ſaid, he ſhould 


receive a double ſatisfaction in beſ- 
Giving * -his child fo properly, the 
| youth 
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youth being. entitled both by merit 


and obligation to the hand he ſolli- 


cited, His wife declared likewiſe 
herſelf entirely of the ſame way of 
thinking, and thus Louiſa's birth- 
day, to which there wanted now 
but ſeven weeks, was with her con- 
ſent appointed alſo torher wedding - 
day. Mr. Price was invited to con- 
tinue his viſit, in order to be pre- 
ſent at the ceremony; in conſe- 
quence of which invitation he wrote 
a letter to his father, to acquaint 
him, that he ſhould with his leave 
make a long ſtay in Hertfordſhire. 
Louiſa ſoon perceived, that her 
friend's heart was moſt favourably 


diſpoſed towards young Price, and 
as ſhe was well acquainted with his 


limited expectations and Mr. Ban- 
Vn s ambition, ſhe was greatly alarm- 


K 3 ed 
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ed for her peace and happineſs. 


She communicated her obſervations 
to her lover, who confeſſed, his 
fiſter's inclination was very viſible, 
and equally lamented the young 
gentleman's want of, (what they 
were aſſured was with Mr. Ban- 
on,) the one thing needful, for- 
tune. The generous Louiſa ſaid, 
ſhe would with pleafure refign half 
her poſſeſſions to purchaſe the ſatis- 
faction of her friend; nor could ſhe 
herſelf enjoy the gilded cup of feli- 


city, if a bitter draught was to be 
her Caroline's potion. My grand- 


father, faid ſhe, eſteems the young 


man, and I dare believe, would 


warmly ſupport his intereſt ; there- 
fore, if we could but learn the true 
ſentiments of his heart, we might 
ſtrike out fome happy method, as I 

RN am 


| 
| 
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am not without hope, that your fa- 
ther would relax ſomewhat of his 
uſual inflexibility on this occafion.” 

Mr. Charles was a little ſceptical 


in this particular, but nevertheleſs 
determined to watch the young man's 


behav iour, and Lauiſa was, if poſ- 
ſible, to bring her beloved friend 1 
to confeſſion, that they might have 
certain grounds for their proceed- 
ings. They waited not long for a 
confirmation of their conjectures, N 
deing accidentally ear- witneſſes of a 
maſt tender converfation between 1 
the ſuſpected parties in one of the i 
retired recefles, deſcribed at the be- | 
ginning of this hiſtory. They both 
lamented their involuntary attach- 
ment, and mutually deſpaired of 
ever being happy. Were I pot- 
ſeſſed in the higheſt degree, faid 
K 4 the 


a 
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the young attorney, of fortune's fa- 
vour, I ſhould then with pleaſure 
cheriſh the tender ſentiments with 
which Miſs Banſton has inſpired 
me; but it would be the height of 
folly and preſumption in me, to 
flatter myſelf, that the partial con- 
ſideration of my friends, which in 
reality conſtitutes what is called a 
fair reputation, could, be accepted 
as a counter-balance to her fortune 
and expectations. Why, really, 


Sir, returned Miſs Banſton, what- 
ever merit a young mind may de- 


ſerve in perſon and character alone, 
in the general run weighs but light- 


ly in the provident ſcale of pater- 


nal eſtimation. I never would mar- 
ry without my father's approbation; 


but my heart ſhall. never ſo far fall 
from its own dignity, as to receive 
a 
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a huſband, merely his choice. 
However, we, Sir, have nothing 
in our power but mutual good 
wiſhes; mine you may be affured 
of, and I muſt beg, you would not 
hereafter ſeek occaſions of engaging 
| me upon this ſubject.“ I 
TX Louiſa and her lover here thought 
fit to emerge from their concert 
| ment, and inform their friends, that 
gd they had diſcovered: themfelves. 
Mr. Banflen very obligingly aid, 
* that, had he the diſpoſing of his 
ſiſter, he would not heſitate to be- 
ſtow her upon ſo worthy a perſon, 
as he had reaſon to believe Mr. 
Price to be; but whilſt there was a 
ſuperior authority, he thought it in- 
cumbent upon her to take no ſtep 
without that ſanction.“' Miſs Caro- 
line was greatly abaſhed at this de- 
K 5 tection, 
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tection, and would have evaded the 
ſubject by ſome other pretenſe. 
Louiſa begged, ſhe would not be 
diſingenuous, and render by her 
inſincerity thoſe proceedings faulty 
and blameable, which in themſelves 
were innocent and natural. Their 

converſation was intetrupted by a 
ſummons to fupper ; and fo much 
had the affectionate Louiſa her 
friend's happineſs at heart, that ſhe 
took an opportunity that might to 
confult her Grand-Papa's judgement 
with reſpect to Mifs Caroline's choice, 
and, upon his declaring greatly in 
his favour, retained him for their 
advocate with the young lady's fa- 
ther. A letter of invitation was diſ- 


patched to Mrs. Ban/ton to her ſon's 
wedding 3 ; but, fo far from accept- 


ing it, ſhe faid to Mrs. Mary the 
cook, 
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cook, © Much. good may do them 
with their buſtle ! I am glad I can 
fit down hy my own fire-fide with- 
out ceremony or interruption. What 
ſignifies fortune, Mary, added ſhe, 
if one may not enjoy it agreeable to 
one's own inclination? Suppoſe 
now, for example, you were equal 
to me in that particular, and you 

loved routs, drums and confuſion, 
I retirement, peace and my kitch- 
en; pray, would it not be as unrea- 
ſonable of you, to lift me up ſupe- 
riour to my inclination, as it would 
be for me io reduce and conſine you 
to my levels, when you deſpiſed it ?” 
To all which Mary aſſented by a 

1 

Mr. Parker and Mr. Banſion be- 
ing purpoſely deſerted by the young 
. 4 ; the good man began to trace 
K 6 happi- 
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happineſs to its genuine ſource, 
which he deduced not from world- 
ly enjoyment, but from content- 
ment. You fee; ſaid he, Sir, 
what miracles have been wrought 
in my favour, and had the humane 
author been ever ſo inferiour to my 
child in fortune and family, (and 
poſſeſſed but the intrinſick merit 
your ſon does,) I ſhould moſt cer- 
tainly have thought myſelf bound to 
beſtow my Louiſa upon him, if her 
inclination and his correſponded.” 
Mr. Banſton remained filent, as his 
heart did not ſubſcribe to the old 
gentleman's ſentiments, nor was 
diſpoſed to contradict or oppoſe him 
in-any reſpect, 

I know, continued this kind 
man, a young lady in the world, 
who eſteems and is equally eſteemed 


by 
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by a perſon every way unexcep- 
, BH tionable, except in the article of 

| fortune; but why am I ſo myſterĩ- 
| ous? it is young Price, You, Sir, 


— 
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have acknowledged and conſequent- | 
y been ſenſible of his worthineſs, 
and yet ſo blind and perverſe is the [| 


Judgement of ſome men, that, not- 
withſtanding! a wife with two or | 
three thouſand pounds would be the 
making of him for ever, yet ſhe | 
is withheld, truely, untill he him- | 
ſelf, under great diſadvantages and | 
entirely unaſſiſted, ſhall have re- j 
moved by his induſtry this moun- 
tainous impediment.” | That is | 
rather hard, replyed Mr. Banfton 
heſitatingly; for if the ſum you 
mention would beget an equivalent 
one, it would be exactly the ſame 
thing, as if the young man poſſeſſed 


it 


— 


——ů— 


— 


1 
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it originally.“ Thoſe are, in- 
deed, my ſentiments, returned Mr. 
Parker, and I am glad, to find you 
are of the fame. opinion ; eſpecially 
as you have it in your power, by 
beſtowing Miſs Caroline upon this 
really deſerving young man, to raiſe 
him above every difficulty, and ob- 
tain a happy, if not exceeding afflu- 
ent, eſtabliſhment for your daugh- 
ter.“ The countenance of Mr. 
Banfion honeſtly denoted his diſap- 
probation of this fcheme. *©* Surely, 
interrogated he, with a warm ac- 
cent, the girl has not been fo for- 
ward and undutiful as to have en- 
couraged this fellow without my 
knowledge and conſent?ꝰ I do 
not know, faid Mr. Parker, that 
Miſs Banſton's heart, being ſuſcep- 
tible of real worthineſs, deſerves 

the 
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the harſh epithet you beſtow upon 
it ; but this I can anſwer for, that 
ſhe has not the leaſt intention to 
take one ſtep in this affair, however 
her inclination may be intereſted, 
without the ſanction of your appro- 
bation : but as I believe, they have 
a real regard for each other, I do 
not ſee, but their happineſs merits 
our conſideration as well as your ſon's 
and my Louiſa's, and this I can ſay, 
that whatever ſum you might be 
diſpoſed to beſtow upon your 
daughter upon a contingency of this 
nature, ſhould be by me made ade- 
quate on the part of Price, and you 
know, the fortune my wife's family 
left her two years ago, will enable 
me to make good this promiſe.” 

This was a plea that merited atten- 
tion, and it was agreed between 
them, 
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them, that Price ſhould ſettle in 
his profeſſion at Worceſter, as ſoon 
as Mr. Charles Banſton's marriage 
ſhould be completed, and be en- 
truſted by his. worthy patron with 
five thouſand pounds, and that, at 
the expiration of one twelve-month, 
Miſs Caroline ſhould be beſtowed 
upon him with a fimilar ſum; but 
on no other terms would this pro- 
vident father accept him. 
Mr. Parker communicated his 
ſucceſs to his children and the lovers, 
who, as Miſs Banſton was to ſpend 
the enſuing period at Bentley-hall, 
readily acquieſced to this propoſal, 
nay, embraced it as a peculiar and 
unexpected happineſs. The day 
appointed for the union of the lovers 
being now arrived, the venerable 
parent performed the ceremony 

with 


f 
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with a ſatisfaction not inferiour to 
what he felt on doing the ſame of- 
fice for his Eliza, and thoſe reve- 
rend furrows, which grief and age 
had thrown up in his countenance, 
were on this occafion brightened 


with the glow of - happineſs and 
heart-felt ſatisfaction. 


The valuable pair were prevailed 
upon by their children to exchange 
their retirement for-Bentley-hall, as 
they would not conſent to any other 
future ſeparation. than the one 
againſt which there is no remedy. 
In conſequence of this reſolution, 


* 
* 
* 


the honeſt man reſigned his benefice, 


and was in due time, accompanied 


by: the partner of his heart, and, by 


long, ſtages, conveyed to that man-, 


fon which for many years had not 


been remembered by him without 
hor- 
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horrour and afffcting pangs. Mr. 
and Mrs, Price attended their arri- 
val, and were informed of the pro- 
mifed advantages and alliance of 
their ſon, which news they received 
with their wonted moderation, grati- 
tude and humility. 

Mrs. Blacki/ton, though in reality 
undeſerving of it, received a hand- 
ſome gratuity, as having been the 
inſtrement of fuch extenfive felicity, 
which ſhe was not, however, long 
permitted to enjoy ; for being har- 
raſſed by her creditors, and per- 
plexed by the uncertainty of obtain- 
ing a reward for her double villany, 
(as it was not conſcience, but ſelf- 
intereſt, which | prompted her to the 
diſcovery ſhe made,) that vexation, 
diſappointment, and the inconve- 


niences her poverty expoſed her to, 


. in 
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in conjunction with her wounded 
pride, and turbulent and impatient 
ſpirit, brought a complication of 
diforders upon her, which kept her 
in a lingering ſtate of mifery and 
ſaffering, which continued for a 
whole twelve-month, and then put 


a period to that exiftence, ſo un- 


profitably, unſatisfactorily, and in 
many refpects wickedly ſpent. : 
Mr. Letcroft and his lady, and 


Mr. and Mrs. Bentley, led a very 
uncomfortable Hife. The goddeſs 


Diſcord had eftabliſhed her ſeat un- 
der their roof. His being difap- 
pointed in obtaining the immenſe 
fortune he expected, notwithſtand- 
ing Mrs. Letcroft was likely to in- 


herit ſome thouſand pounds, chang- 
ed the meek, ſervile adorer into 


the moroſe, untractable huſband. 
He 


— 
- 


| 
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He contracted many improper inti- 
macies, and when his weak brain 
was heated by a too frequent repe- 
tition of the ſocial glaſs, he was 
wonted to beſtow ſome rough com- 
pliment upon his lady's delicate 
bones, in deſpite « of the alternate 
threats and entreaties of her father 
and mother. 

Thus did the chain of events, de- 
rived upon this family, run. Agree- 
ably to our limited notions - of re- 
wards and puniſhments, and though 
many inſtances in life are the re- 
verſe of this equitable diſtribution, 
it muſt nevertheleſs be acknow- 
ledged, that villainous practices are 
frequently diſcoyered and detected, 
and that à perſeverance in well- do- 
ing is * of the moſt happy 

and 


— 
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and agreeable conſequences. Mrs. 
Banſton was the only perſon who re- 
mained unchanged, unintereſted, 

and conſequently unaffected by theſe 
happy revolutions, though I really 
do her injuſtice when I ſay, ſhe did 
not partake in ſome meaſure of the 
general ſatisfaction; for her houſe 
was clear of every incumbrance for 
a long ſeaſon; and ſhe at liberty to 
purſue her particular inclinations 
without interruption, which ſelf- 
enjoyment was derived from an in- 


ſenſibility of mind, neither to be 
envyed- nor coveted, as, ſurely, to 
| a rational being it muſt be highly 
ſiatisfactory to poſſeſs a heart capable 
of generous ſympathy, and every 
humane and tender diſpofition ; for 


whatever exemption from the parti- 
cipation 
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cipation of others calamities this {clf- 

iſh narrow principle may confer up- W 

on its poſſeſſor, it can be by no 
means adequate to the reflected Joys 

of friendſhip and benevolence. 
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